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Just Among Ourselves 
New Books Just From the Press 


conservative minds of the world. Nowhere can you find more 


i read books of this type is to associate with the thoughtful, 


informative, accurate reading on political and religious phases 


of the current-day problems. 


THE POLITICAL AWAKENING 
OF THE EAST 


Studies of Political Progress in Egypt, 
India, China, Japan, and 
the Philippines 


By George Matthew Dutcher 


Professor Dutcher has added mate- 
rially to a department of knowledge 
which is becoming more and more nec- 
essary with the rapid unification of 
the known world, to say nothing of 
the hypothesized universe. This book 
is one of the best comprehensive treat- 
ments of complicated material we 
have ever read, and we recommend it 
with cheers.—Hartford Times. 

Net, $2.00, postpaid. 


THE RECENT FOREIGN POLICY 
OF THE UNITED STATES 


Problems in American Co-operation 
With Other Powers 


By George H. Blakeslee 


This volume covers the entire peri- 
od of Mr. Hughes’ service as Secre- 
tary of State, and ably sets forth the 
principles and incidents of our foreign 
policy. The purpose of Professor 
Blakeslee is to present, compare, and 
discuss the recent distinctive foreign 
policies of the United States, espe- 
cially as they are related to the prob- 
lem of our co-operation as a nation 
with other countries. 

Net, $2.00, postpaid. 


EUROPE TURNS THE CORNER 
By Stanley High 


This book is the product of personal 
contacts, observations, and study of 
the European problem during three 
rather extended post-war tours in va- 
rious European countries, including 
Russia. In his introduction to the 
book, Colonel Edward M. House says: 
“The author knows Europe at first 
hand and sees it with imparital yet 
sympathetic eyes.” 

Net, $2.00, postpaid. 


ECONOMIC LIBERALISM 
By Jacob H. Hollander 


An able presentation of certain es- 
sential factors in national and inter- 
national economic principles and prac- 
tices by one of the foremost political 
economists of America. Among the 
“typical exhibits” of economic liberal- 
ism there are four that may be desig- 
nated as “outstanding issues as to 
economic affairs before the people of 
the United States at the present 
time”’—The Price Level, Taxation, 
Trade Unionism, and Social Reform, 
and to each of these subjects a chap- 
ter is devoted. The concluding lecture 
is on Economic Liberalism and the 
American Spirit. 

Net, $1.50, postpaid. 


EVANGELICAL HUMANISM 
By Lynn Harold Hough 


Dr. Hough enjoys the distinction 
that has come only once before to an 
American, that of delivering the 
Fernley Lecture before the Wesleyan 
Methodist Conference. His frequent 
appearances in Great Britain as a rep- 
resentative American preacher have 
given him a transatlantic reputation 
that very few others of his day and 
generation have achieved. This lec- 
ture, consisting of nine chapters, was 
delivered at the meeting of the Wes- 
leyan Conferénce at Lincoln, England, 


1925. 
Net, $1.50, postpaid. 


THE CRYSTAL POINTERS 
By F. W. Boreham 


Boreham has an eye that sweeps 
the horizon, and a mind of wide range 
and inclusive grasp. In this volume 
he uses “the crystal pointers” that ar- 
rest the eye and turn it toward the 
Southern Cross to direct the mind’s 
eye, and the heart of man as well, to 
“things that no man can afford to 
miss.” 

Net, $1.75, postpaid. 
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a. m., and continue over the following Sabbath. 
Persons coming over the Northwestern R. R. will 
stop off at Ashton and Sy — over the C. B. 
i Rochelle or Chana. 
& Q. will stop at Rochel“vas. M. Iter, Secretary. 


Mt. Morris, Illinois. 





CENTRAL IOWA CONFERENCE 


The Central Iowa Conference will convene August 
27-30, 1925, in the church at Legrand, Iowa. Legrand 
is on the main line of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railway. , 
Dr. W. P. Fletcher is promised to us for this 
conference.- Let the people _— to the general cause 
i st conference ever. 
damit) us F. M. StTRance, President, 
Barnes City, Iowa. 
Mm. MAUDE GAUNT, Conference Clerk, 
Legrard, lowa. 


7 


EEL RIVEK .. "ERENCE 


The Eel River Christian Confermee will meet in its 
eighty-second annual session at Win e, iidians, 





cn Monday evening, August 24, 1925, and continue™ .. 


in session until Sunday afternoon, August 30, 1925. 
A good strong program is being prepared and all are 
invited to attend. Friday will be Young People’s Day, 
and each church is expected to send up good delega- 
tions to that part of the work. Come and enjoy a 
fine week at beautiful Winona. 

For any further information, write Rev. R. W. Page, 
President, Kimmell, Indiana; or J. F. Barnes, Secre- 
tary, Huntington, Indiana. 

J. F. BARNES, Secretary, 
Huntington, Indiana. 





WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 


The West Virginia Christian Conference will meet 
in its twenty-ninth annual session with the church 
at Rosendorf, West Virginia, on Thursday, September 
3, 1925. 

In order to reach this point, come via W. M. R. R. 
to Hendricks, West Virginia. 

All ministers are requested to attend, and all 
churches to report and send delegates. ; 

Otro Simmatrt, President, 
Davis, West Virginia. 
Z. J. Powers, Secretary, 
Green Springs, West Virginia. 


ILLINOIS CHRISTIAN CONFERENCH - 


The twenty-first annual session of the Illinois Chris- 
tian Conference will convene with the Hord Church 
on Tuesday evening, August 25, at 7:30 o’clock and 
continue until Friday noon, August 28. 

Trains will be met at Louisville and Effingham. 
Those wishing to be met at Louisville will notify Mr. 
James Moody, Louisville, Ill., and those wishing to 
be met at Effingham will notify Mr. Wm. Vandyke, 
Mason, IIL 

It is to be hoped that all ministers of the con- 
ference will be present and that each church of the 
conference will be represented by delegates. 

A. W. Hausser, Secretary, 
Eldorado, Illinois. 
JoHN BAUGHMAN, President, 
Louisville, Illinois. 


WESTERN ILLINOIS CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The eighty-sixth annual session of the Western 
Illinois Christian Conference will convene with the 
Olive Chapel Church, near Avon, IIl., on Thursday, 
September 3, 1925, at two p. m., and continue over 
Sunday, September 6. 

A full delegation of all the churches is requested. 
Ministers and visitors of other conferences are es- 
pecially welcome. 

Avon is on the main line of the C. B. & Q. railroad 
from Galesburg to Quincy. Parties desiring transpor- 
tation to the church will notify Nela Lincoln or A. E. 
Rubart, on arriving at Avon. 

RosInson ASHBY, President, 
Fiatt, Illinois. 
L. D. WILHELM, Secretary, 
Macomb, Illinois. 


MIAMI OHIO CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The one hundred and seventh annual session of the 
Miami Ohio Christian Conference will be held at the 
New Riverdale Christian Church beginning Wednes- 
day afternoon at two o’clock (Daylight Saving Time), 
September 2, and closing on the following Sunday 
evening. The church is located at the corner of North 
Main and Laura Streets, in the city of Dayton. Rev. 
E. B. Flory, the pastor, whose address is 19 Birch- 
wood Ave., Dayton, Ohio, should be notified as soon 
as possible by all delegates desiring accommodations 
over night. 

WILLoE J. HALL, Secretary, 


Dayton, Ohio. 
A. E. Kemp, President, 
Troy, Ohio. 
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HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE 


edited by 
H. Augustine Smith 







A remarkable new book for congregational singing, edited by a master 
of congregational song. Professor Smith led 10,000 Christian Endeavor- 
ers for ten successive nights at the Coliseum, Chicago, in 1915. 

HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE emancipates congregations from 
high keys and abnormally high notes. It steadies the onward march of 
the music by eliminating holds, awkward dotted notes and rest, and where 
the melody is obviously unison, printing it so. 

In building hymn books today undue pressure is being brought to 
bear to include social service hymns to the exclusion of devotional hymns. 
HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE is rich in social service but not at the 
expense of the “spiritual life’’ hymns, nor at the expense of genuine poetry 
and hymnic fervor for the pronouncement in rhythm of a social program. 

God’s majesty hymns very often overshadow the Holy Spirit and Holy 
Scripture hymns. There is balance here in the HYMNS FOR THE LIV- 
ING AGE as also between Christmas and Easter hymns. 

To the minister and layman whose interests may lie in the worship 
material, responsive readings, prayers, and calls to worship, rather than 
in the quality of music, reference is here made to the fifty-two Responsive 
Readings which mark a new epoch in Bible literature for public worship. 

A good pianist or organist with the HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE 
before him will tell the story more eloquently than words. 

The thirty pages of chants are a triumph in the printers’ art. If the 
churches of America wish to revive chanting they can now do so through 
this book which makes chanting possible, probable, attractive. 

Obviously the HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE is here to serve the 
churches and to bring congregational singing to its heyday. Its arrange- 
ment contributes to this—responsive readings (the neglected part of pub- 
lic worship) in the front of the book at its strategic portal; then follow 
the hymns, then the newly written and arranged chants, and finally the in- 
dexes which not one in a hundred in a congregation ever uses. These in- 
dexes for the minister, layman, leader of worship, are clearly printed, com- 
prehensive, accurate. 

HYMNS FOR THE LIVING AGE has been adopted by The General] 
Convention of the Christian Church; also by the Board of Trustees of The 
Christian Publishing Association for use in all Christian Churches. 

ins is an up-to-date Hymnal at a low price when contents are consid- 
v 

Price, single copy, $1.25, postpaid; in lots of 100 copies or more, $1.00 

the copy, delivery extra. 
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August 27, 1925 


VW 
THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINeRY 


THE CHURCH, WHICH IS HIS BODY 
Ephesians | : 23 


T is a deeply solemn thought, and one quick with in- 
| spiration and hope, that the Spirit of the living Christ 
seeks reincarnation in the fellowship of those who be- 
lieve in him. In vital reality he would be embodied in 
the corporate life of our own day. His Spirit would be 
the breath and motive of all our movements, ‘‘the very 
pulse of the machine.’ The scriptural metaphor is no 
remote figure of speech dimly hinting at the wonderful 
possibilities of the children of men. It is literally and 
scrupulously true. The Word is even now seeking to be- 
come flesh. The divine Spirit is seeking and claiming 
human forms in which to manifest his truth and grace. 
And this mystic embodiment is to begin with his Church. 
The Church is to be to the living Christ what the human 
form of Jesus was two thousand years ago. The Church 
is to live Christ, to express Christ, to give Christ’s Spirit 
visibility in human life and service. The Church is to 
be his body, and in the Church the world is to realize the 
presence of the Lord and to feel the power of his virtue 
and grace.—J. H. Jowett, in “Life in the Heights.” 


View yor® 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


Rev. A. H. Hook has resigned the pastor- 
ate at Henderson, North Carolina, and is 
planning to enter Yale Divinity School this 
fall, where a number of our young folks are 
completing their training. 

The Phillipsburg Christian Church, of the 
Miami Ohio Conference, Rev. H. L. Bailey 
pastor, received seven new members Sun- 
day, August 16, and other features show an 
interest in the work at this point. 


We learn indirectly that Dr. G. A. Coni- 
bear has tendered his resignation as pastor 
of the church at Lakemont, New York. We 
trust that this excellent pastor and leader 
has plans which will keep him in our most 
active ministry for many years to come. 


By an oversight we failed to call atten- 
tion to the fact that Rev. Alfred W. Hurst 
was the author of the fine Prayer Page in 
our August 13 issue. This Page is attract- 
ing more and more attention, an increasing 
number making mention of it in their letters. 


Rev. W. T. Scott, who recently resigned 
as assistant to Dr. L. E. Smith, pastor 
of Christian Temple, Norfolk, Virginia, in 
order to attend Yale Divinity School, has 
decided to defer his work at Yale a year 
and will be a field worker for Elon College. 


Eastern Indiana Conference, Rev. W. Max 
Shafer president, and Rev. M. W. Butler 
secretary, meets at Farmland, Indiana, 
September 15-18, with a program crowded 
full of good things. Rev. Edwin B. Flory, 
Foreign Mission Secretary Minton, and the 
editor are visiting speakers. 


Dr. W. T. Walters, having resigned the 
pastorate at Richmond, Virginia, has ac- 
cepted a position as financial agent for Elon 
College, and is expecting to move to Elon 
College for his new work. The college is in 
need of such a worker and Brother Walters 
is widely acquainted both with the need and 
the brotherhood. 

The Southern Indiana Christian Con- 
ference, of which Dr. Clarence Defur is the 
president, will convene with the Haubstadt, 
Indiana, Christian Church on Thursday 
afternoon, September 10, at two p. m., con- 
tinuing until September 18. This informa- 
tion reached us too late to be included in 
our official information column this week. 


We are sorry to learn that Dr. L. E. 
Follansbee, the well known lecturer and 
pastor of our church at Legrand, Iowa, had 
to be taken to the Iowa Methodist Hospital, 
of Des Moines, for treatment for complica- 
tion of serious ailments. Three operations 
were required. He has been a severe suffer- 
er, but is gaining nicely and hopes soon to 
resume his chautauqua engagements. 

Many of our readers will be delighted to 
know that our venerable friend, “Uncle” 
J. W. Wellons, was able to drive down from 
the Greensboro Masonic Home to spend a 
day at the summer school recently held at 
Elon College and greet his many friends. 


We are glad to learn that he seems unusual- 
ly well and expects to reach his one hun- 
dredth birthday next "New Year’s Day. 

We have received a notice asking us to 
change the address of our much beloved 
Emily K. Bishop from Terre Haute, Indiana, 
to Lockport, Illinois. We were given no 
other information, but take it that Rev. H. 
Russell Jay with whom Mrs. Bishop makes 
her home and who has been pastor of a 
Congregational Church at Terre Haute, is 
taking charge of a church at Lockport. 

Our mountain work at Rocky Ford, near 
Fancy Gap, Virginia, is being seriously re- 
tarded by the need of a building. Miss 
Margaret Morey and Rev. and Mrs. M. T. 
Sorrell are giving themselves unstintedly 
to this work but are gravely in need of better 
equipment. This ought to mean generous 
gifts on the part of our readers, not only 
for this particular building but for our home 
mission funds which make such splendid 
work possible. 

Now comes another Illinois church which 
puts The Herald into the budget in order to 
send it to every home of its membership. 
This time it is Tuscola, Rev. Thomas C. 
House pastor. A pastor enthusiastic for 
The Herald and a few of the members ap- 
preciating its real value to the local church 
—and there is no trouble to get it put into 
the budget. A number of other churches 
are working towards this fine achievement. 


Some indiviudal or some church organi- 
zation certainly will be quick to answer the 
appeal of Brother J. N. Dales in this issue 
for a piano for the Aged Ministers’ Home at 
Lakemont, New York. It would add greatly 
to the enjoyment of these aged friends— 
and would put real joy into the heart of a 
donor as well. Write him before ordering 
or shipping the instrument—for he would be 
embarrassed to have a half dozen pianos 
come rolling in on the same train. 


The dedication of the new tabernacle at 
Harrisburg, Illinois, will take place Sunday, 
August 30, Rev. John H. Harper officiating. 
The churches of the conference are invited 
to attend and a general invitation is issued 
to the public. Free entertainment will be 
provided for all who come. This work was 
planted here November, 1924, and it has 
grown by leaps and bounds. Our informant 
says that it will pay anyone to travel one 
hundred miles to hear the junior choir sing. 
A great day is anticipated. 

Our church at Maple Rapids, Michigan, 
has been making splendid progress under 
the pastoral leadership of Rev. L. E. Dull. 
In addition to the building of a garage at 
the parsonage, the church has been wired, 
the interior painted and repapered, and 
some new steps have been built in front of 
the church, and practically all of these im- 
provements have been paid for. Just now 
the church is looking forward with great 
expectations toward its home-coming, the 
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date for which, we are sorry to say, was 
overlooked by our informant. 

Dover, Delaware, Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein 
pastor, held its first Daily Vacation Bible 
School this year. The session covered full 
four weeks, under the direction of Miss 
Martha Denison, the religious work director 
of the church. With her was associated a 
corps of exceptionally efficient instructors. 
Children from practically every denomina- 
tion in Dover attended, including Roman 
Catholics; and the citizens from various 
churches expressed their appreciation of 
the work started in their city by the Chris- 
tian Church. It is hoped that next year may 
find even a very much larger effort for the 
summer-time care of the children of the city. 
Many gifts were made by the school for the 
children in Japan, to be sent for their Christ- 
mas. There was a “Summer Christmas 
Tree” and the gifts placed thereon were 
later sent on their way to the Japanese 
children. 


Rev. W. J. Hall, secretary of the Miami 
Ohio Conference, informs us that the sta- 
tistics which are in process of tabulation 
are exceedingly encouraging from the stand- 
point of evangelism. The thirty-five churches 
which have now reported show a net gain in 
membership this year of 1,184. This alone 
will make a net gain for the entire confer- 
ence of some twelve percent which, of course, 
will be materially increased by the reports 
of the other nineteen churches yet to be 
filed. Unfortunately other phases of the 
reports are not so encouraging, especially 
in the matter of benevolence. Some of the 
churches show a depressingly backward 
swing in their missionary and other benev- 
olence giving, which is bound to tell heavy 
on the spiritual life of these churches and 
speaks ill for their future unless it is quick- 
ly remedied. Increased evangelism ought to 
mean greatly enlarged benevolences—a 
truth basic to Christianity on which our 
first editorial touches this week. This con- 
ference meets with the Riverdale Christian 
Church September 2-6. 


Miss Margaret Mumma, after five years 
of faithful and efficient service as secretary 
to Dr. W. H. Denison, Secretary of the 
Bureau of Christian Stewardship and Pro- 
motion, retired from this work August 22 
and entered the employ of an insurance firm. 
She began her work with Dr. Denison in the 
Forward Movement almost in its beginning, 
and thousands of our workers have come to 
know of her efficiency and faithfulness. 
Hundreds of our ministers and workers have 
personally met her in that office and will re- 
member her kindly ways. The official 
auditors, who have annually audited the 
Forward Movement books which she has 
kept, have spoken in the highest terms of 
her accuracy and efficiency each time. For 
weeks at a time when Mr. Denison has been 
out in the field.among the churches she has 
been in full charge of the responsible duties 
of the office. Miss Mumma is a member of 
the great Westminster Choir of this city 
which has made a number of noted tours. 
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The Basic Reason 


NE is made to wonder oftentimes just what sort 
QO of a conception of church membership and of in- 
dividual and official relation to the denomination 
many church members have anyway. Vast numbers of 
individual members in every denomination seem to have 
never gotten any adequate impression whatever that 
when they united with a local church they thereby, whether 
they will or no, became a member of the conference to 
which that church belongs and of the denomination to 
which that church belongs, and every responsibility and 
obligation of the conference and denomination in no un- 
certain way immediately becomes theirs. They cannot 
evade this involvement if they would. It is automatic and 
self-enactive. And it is deeply charged with high moral 
qualities. Yet there are literally thousands of church 
members throughout the nation who have never even 
‘ thought of such a thirig or been given any intimation what- 
ever, when they joined church or at any other time, that 
they were entering into these ethical relations and re- 
sponsibilities to their conference, to their denomination, 
and to the Church and Kingdom at large. Quite naturally 
they have little or no interest in the general enterprises 
of the conference or denomination to which they belong, 
and give to the general benevolences of the church me- 
chanically rather than intelligently and enthusiastically. 
And just as naturally, no small percent of them are quite 
indifferent to the local expenses and work of the church 
also, and have little part in them; for when one’s religion 
is only individualistic, it is just about as easy to restrict 
it to oneself and neglect one’s own church as it is to 
neglect one’s own denomination. 


EREIN undoubtedly lies one of the most.grave and 
far-reaching sources of weakness and spiritual flab- 
biness in the Church today. The usual method of induct- 
ing members into the church, and our system of training 
boys and girls and men and women both before and after 
they become members of the church, are such that an ap- 
pallingly large number of members in almost every local 
church are not only wholly indifferent to the work of the 
conference and denomination but also ignorant that there 
is any religious or spiritual significance to this indiffer- 
ence. What is worse, there is almost an incredibly large 
number of pastors and evangelists who themselves see and 
feel no real significance in this indifference, and who 
realize no obligation whatever resting upon them to train 
the Christian men and women under their supervision 
and nurture to a deep consciousness of their vital cor- 
porate relationships to the Church of Jesus Christ and to 
the wide reaches of the Kingdom of God. In the last 
analysis, this is one of the most serious defects in the 


for the Indifference 


life of the Church today. For it embraces far more than 
simply organic church relations. It goes down into the 
very essence of Christian life and involves much of the 
content and significance of the Kingdom. To a far greater 
degree than most of us have apprehended, it differentiates 
between individualism and collectivism, between com- 
munity provincialism and the world-Kingdom idea. 


HIS indifference of so large a portion of the member- 
ship of the Church to its organized work and re- 
sponsibilities comes in most part because the Church it- 
self has not properly distinguished in its teachings be- 
tween salvation and Christianity. Some one has aptly 
said that one man with Christ can have salvation, but 
that it takes two men with Christ to have Christianity. 
There is a tremendous truth wrapped up in that state- 
ment. Salvation, in the evangelistic use of the term, is a 
purely personal matter between a soul and God, as strict- 
ly ‘individualistic and intimate as is the relation of love 
between two lovers—-as indeed salvation is that very 
thing. But Christianity is a social embodiment as well. 
It is the relation of individuals both to God and to other 
individuals—or, as Jesus Christ put it, a relation to God 
through other individuals. In his “inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these, ye did it unto me,” Jesus 
revealed a most basic essence of his gospel. If that revela- 
tion of how closely he is identified with humanity means 
anything at all, it means that the relation of an individual 
to individuals, of a man to society, has an inherent and 
inescapable religious content. That relation is to one’s 
God as well as to one’s fellow-men. Hence Christianity 
has to do with the Christ-regulated relation of his follow- 
ers to God through all mankind as well as to God directly 
and personally. It has been the failure of the Church 
to make this fact sufficiently clear and emphatic which 
has given rise to no little of the trouble which has re- 
tarded both its organized work and the progress of the 
Kingdom. It is true that the Church always has preached 
with more or less faithfulness that a Christian must live 
his religion as well as profess it; but it so often has read 
such a dwarfed and impoverished significance into that 
principle. It has never made very many of the followers 
of Jesus Christ really feel that what they were doing to 
their fellow-men they were actually doing to Christ him- 
self. Most of our human relations have had mighty little 
of the religious element and religious significance in them. 
Especially has this been true in those larger corporate and 
collective relations where masses of men act together in 
groups and races and nations. The average Christian 
thinks of his Christian duty and obligation to his fellow- 
men simply as an individual. He is prone to forget those 
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collective relationships of which he is a part, and which have come 
tc be so mightily potent in the formation and reformation of life. 
As a stockholder of a great concern, as a director of a rich corpora- 
tion, as a member of a political party, as a citizen of a great nation 
—many a Christian is guilty in some such collective capacity of 
becoming a party to things which he would not for the world do 
as an individual, standing out alone before God and his fellows. He 
feels towards other groups and other races as he would not be 
guilty of feeling towards individuals, even those of these same 
groups or races. The grave significance of all of this becomes 
apparent only when we have properly appraised the wide extent 
to which such collective relationships in one form and another are 
entering into our modern life, and how tragically potential they are 
for evil as well as good. To how few Christians are these human 
relations surcharged with the God-instinct, as truly and honestly 
an “unto me” contact with Jesus Christ as is direct communion 
with him! 


ACE to face with such facts as these, how paltry and im- 

poverished seem the scope and the content which we have read 
into the Christian profession. How trivial seem many of the little 
moralities on which the Church has doted, as compared to the vast 
sweep of the human relations which should have been included 
in her every vision and impression of the meaning and sig- 
nificance of Christian life, with its implied obligations of church 
membership! Ask the general run of Christians anywhere what it 
means to be a Christian, and see how appallingly often their im- 
pression is purely individualistic and extremely limited and barren. 
Then turn and ask them what it means to hold membership in the 
organized Church of Jesus Christ, and see how provincial and 
shallow is their sense of obligation and privilege through this 
membership. The one grows out of the other. Their individualistic 
idea of Christianity inevitably fruits in a community idea of the 
Church and church relations—if indeed it skirts even the com- 
munity with any deep sense of personal obligation to the moral and 
spiritual welfare of the people there. The sense of Kingdom re- 
sponsibility is foreign to such a conception of salvation and Chris- 
tianity. Missionary teaching may come in to expand the norm a 
little, but it is not a natural growth but an appendage and comes 
with much strain and effort. The meaning of church member- 
ship can naturally be only a local matter under such a basic con- 
cept. Anything larger must be a coddled interest and en- 
thusiasm in the great majority of the members, and exceedingly 
difficult to maintain. What is needed is a foundational conception 
of Christianity which is so collective and corporate as well as in- 
dividualistic that it will be impossible for anyone to think of him- 
self as a Christian unless he is deeply concerned about the larger 
things of the Kingdom, nor feel himself to be a real member of 
the Church of Jesus Christ unless he is interested and participating 
in all the organized activities of the Church, from his own local 
community to the ends of the earth. And this broad conception 
of Christianity and church membership must be made the general 
and commonly accepted conception, and not that merely of 
occasional individuals here and there. In no other way can a cure 
be found for localized and meaningless church membership. 


That Conference Memorial Service 


ANY of our readers will agree with us that there is scarcely 
M any other one feature of the average conference program 
which is more frequently abused and neglected than the 
memorial service. All too frequently it has no adequate prepara- 
tion or only misdirected preparation, and turns out to be only a 
travesty on what it should be. Sometimes it is a spontaneous 
affair, with various ones speaking from the floor in halting and illy 
chosen remarks about the dead. The whole service not uncommonly 
takes on the atmosphere of a funeral or is marked with crude lack 
of preparation which certainly does no reverence to the dead. 
Because of all this, many avoid the memorial service and many 
others feel that it would be well to dispense with that feature of 
the conference program altogether. But with thought this service 
can be made one of the most inspiring and helpful of the entire 
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conference session. There should be no attempt to get away from 
the “memorial” idea. Rather the aim should be to exalt the 
memorial and to crowd into it its largest and most beautiful sig- 
nificance. One of the ablest speakers of the conference ought to 
have the matter in charge and give it careful preparation. His 
address should dwell upon the contribution which our dead have 
made, into the inheritance of which we have come. He should 
emphasize the strong features of their work, of their faith, and of 
their character, which we should emulate. He should make his 
hearers feel that the finest honor which they can pay to the dead 
is in carrying forward their spirit and in building larger and finer 
things for the Church and the Kingdom upon the foundation which 
they have laid. The faithful servants of the Church who have 
gone expect us who remain to extend the work beyond anything they 
themselves were able to do, and we most honor them when we are 
enlarging the work which they did. 

A brief report of the committee on condolence, carefully written, 
should name the ‘deceased and give two or three facts about the 
life of each that is outstanding and praiseworthy. But the address 
itself should not go into detail of the lives of the dead, nor be 
simply a string of obituaries. Rather it should stress the strong 
characteristics of the group of which it is speaking, and of the 
service which they have rendered; and of our heavy obligations to 
them and to the past, and of how we may make our lives and our 
service a worthy memorial of their sacrifices and ministry. In this 
way the much neglected and impoverished memorial service may 
well become one of the most beautiful and helpfully impressive 
parts of every conference session. 


The Faithful Remnant 


ERTAIN phrases have a magnetic charm about them that 
” thrills and fascinates the average man. Hence it is important 

that we all be exceedingly cautious not to be misled by some 
sonorous slogan to do that which a more unprejudiced analysis 
of the situation would forbid our doing. Take the phrase “the 
faithful remnant” for instance. It has its legitimate use and its 
legitimate encouragement in the work of the Kingdom. But very 
frequently it has been misused to encourage the most fatal sort 
of stubbornness and reactionarism. The history of the Church is 
replete with illustrations. A “faithful remnant” have often per- 
sisted in holding fast to some cherished dogma or sectarianism in 
the complacent self-deception that they were standing true to the 
things of God. They have been pleased with themselves that they 
were the few upon whom God could depend for persistent faithful- 
ness. And without exception, so far as we have heard, it has meant 
the spiritual impoverishment and deterioration of this remnant 
who prided themselves upon holding fast to things as they are. 


There was the little group in the Baptist Church, for instance, 
who a century ago refused to enter upon the great missionary 
enterprise, encouraging themselves with the thought that they were 
the faithful remnant. But the processes of death immediately set 
in, and this branch of the Baptists is now practically extinct. Then 
there was the split in the United Brethren Church, in which the 
“faithful remnant” declined to enter upon the larger liberties 
vouchsafed by the rest of the organization, and steadily that rem- 
nant has grown weaker and weaker while the progressive element 
has grown stronger and stronger. A like thing happened in the 
Brethren churches, with the faithful “Old Order” remnant steadily 
losing ground. A like experience was had in Scotland, where 
twenty-five years ago the “Wee Frees” separated from their 
brethren in the firm conviction that they were the faithful rem- 
nant that would save the Kingdom; but in spite of the great 
church properties which they retained in the division, their work 
and testimony for the Kingdom have been, as a recent Scotch 
writer puts it, “entirely inconsiderable during this period.” And 
while we are no prophet, we see nothing either in history or in 
the present situation in Canada that would lead us to believe that 
there can be any different outcome for the faithful remnant of 
Presbyterians who refused to go into the new United Church and 
are clinging with so much complacency to the thought that they 
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_ are the defenders of the faith who are preserving the ancient land- 
marks—of Presbyterianism! 

These are only instances, which might be multiplied in local 
situations many times over, of a great principle that is eternally 
at work in the Kingdom of God. It is the principle that whatever 
church or people stands still or turns backward it shall in the end 
suffer extinction. Faithfulness in the Kingdom of God always 
means going forward. The truly “faithful remnant” upon which 
God bestows his real benediction and victories in any local church 


The Trend 
After Three Years of Trial 


At last the New York Times, wet as it has been, seems to be 
awakening to the actual benefits of prohibition—even as poorly as 
the law has been enforced. In its issue for August 14 it quotes 
editorially from the findings of the Manufacturers’ Record Pub- 
lishing Company, of Baltimore, which three years ago sent out a 
questionnaire to leading manufacturers, business men, educators, 
doctors, and such all over the country asking their opinion of pro- 
hibition as a national policy. It printed about five hundred an- 
swers, which attracted much attention at that time. With the ex- 
ception of only 1.5 percent, this group commended prohibition with 
various degrees of enthusiasm. Just recently this same concern 
has solicited these same people to give their present opinion of 
prohibition, after three years of observation. The following is the 
comment of the Times: 

There has been not the slightest ie of sentiment among 
these leaders of American industry and commerce, except in the 
way of a deepening of their conviction that prohibition has been 
of enormous benefit to the nation and to the men who do its real 
work, while only an almost microscopic fraction advocate a slight 
raising of the ban on alcohol. They deny that prohibition is a 
failure, assert that it can be enforced if only the police, the munici- 
pal authorities, and the courts will do their duty, and declare that 
a return to the conditions that existed before prohibition is un- 
thinkable by any real lover of the country. 

As to the increased efficiency of labor under prohibition and 
the increased happiness and comfort in the homes of the workers, 
there is complete agreement. The great employers in every domain 
of activity tell the same story, and it is confirmed by union lead- 
ers and health authorities. Those facts can be taken as proved— 
about them there can be no more argument. 

There is another and less pleasing side to the picture. With 
almost as close an approach to unanimity as the writers of the let- 
ters show when discussing the bearing of prohibition on labor, they 
declare that it has increased drinking among those in what are 
often called the higher classes—the people with money, leisure, and 
an exaggerated idea of their right to do whatever they choose in 
the way of personal habits. 

Correspondent after correspondent fiercely denounces these 
persons as sharing the responsibility for all the crimes of the boot- 
legger, and of course for the very existence of bootlegging as a 
business. There are no admissions that anywhere near as much 
alcohol now is consumed in beverages as in pre-prohibition times; 
indeed, this is explicitly denied, and there are frequent references, 
as answer to those who charge prohibition with inspiring disrespect 
for law, to the lawlessness of the saloon and liquor interests, even 
before there was any serious interference with their activities. 


Plain Words From a Unitarian Pastor to Liberals 

Some of our readers may have felt that The Herald was mis- 
taken in its analysis of the situation or overly severe in its criticism 
of the extreme liberals for their indifference to the great, warm, 
spiritual verities which alone make religion worth while to the 
average man. But we are very sure that we are not mistaken. 

Liberalism has been retarded and in a great measure stigma- 
tized by the cold intellectualism and the lack of moral passion on 
the part of many of those leaders who have been most voluble and 
who have appropriated to themselves the very title of liberalism. 
Some of them have even gone so far as to assume that the Simon- 
pure form of liberalism is a de luxe type of religion, which only 
superior individuals and élite classes of society are capable of 
appropriating and understanding. Not a few frankly accept this 
viewpoint in preaching and practice if not in open profession. An 
element of exclusiveness and superiority characterizes their attitude 
and they cooly admit that the religion which they preach is not 
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or denomination is always found in the vanguard, and never in the 
rear. The “faithful remnant” is always that group in any church 
who are seeking through new adaptations and adjustments to 
strengthen the Kingdom and never those who resist change and 
re-formation. The “faithful remnant” in the Kingdom of God is 
ever and always those who dare attempt new and glorious con- 
quests and never those who are satisfied to let the Church and the 
world drift along in the same old way in which they have been 


going. 


of Events 


fitted to the needs of the great masses of humanity, who are deeply 
conscious of human weakness and the want of a divine Savior. 
To such an extent has this become true that it is beginning to be 
felt by many of the liberals themselves. We have previously quoted 
certain of their strictures upon their own movement. And now 
comes the following stinging criticism from Dr. Horace Westwood, 
the pastor of the First Unitarian Church, Toledo, Ohio, who thinks 
that religious liberals seldom allow their personal convenience to 
be interfered with by their religious obligations, and that, because 
of this, Fundamentalists come to regard the religion of Modernists 
with contempt. On a recent Sunday morning he told his congre- 
gation that— 


The Fundamentalists are wonderfully sincere and desperately 
in earnest. They take themselves and what they conceive to be 
their task seriously. They believe great issues are at stake and act 
accordingly. They regard the question of religion and the Kingdom 
of God as of supreme importance. It has the first claim upon their 
lives. Go any Sunday morning to a pronounced Fundamentalist 
church and you will find every seat taken, and often standing 
room is at a premium. The duty of worship they regard as a sacred 
obligation and no sacrifice as being too great for their cause. 

In many of these respects the Fundamentalist stands out in 
marked contrast to the Modernist liberal. The shame of liberal- 
ism is its easy-going attitude towards what should be held dear. 
Too often, alas, it becomes a cloak for a lack of moral earnestness 
and a mask covering indifference to things that are really worth 
while. Too many liberals boast of their freedom but avoid its 
responsibilities. Too many, alas, are absolutely unconcerned about 
either the pursuit of righteousness or the ideals of the Kingdom 
of God. They are content with lip-loyalty to a few easy-going 
platitudes and shallow generalizations, deceiving themselves into 
believing that this is all that is required in a liberal faith. One does 
not wonder sometimes that the Fundamentalist in religion regards 
the Modernist with contempt. 

It is not simply that the liberal is an evolutionist, that has 
aroused the condemnation of his orthodox brethren, but that he 
seldom allows his professed religion to interfere with his personal 
convenience; and as far as the Kingdom of God is concerned, he is 
perfectly willing to let the future take care of itself so long as 
no demands are made upon him. Of course, this is not true of all 
liberals, but none the less it is sufficiently true to expose the funda- 
mental weakness of the liberal movement in general. 

The course of events, as they are now shaping themselves, may 
cause us to take ourselves seriously; but if the liberal movement in 
religion prized its heritage and was really in earnest, it could 
capture the world. It would have nothing to fear from the Funda- 
mentalists. As a matter of fact, it might convert them to a wider 
point of view and win from them thousands of allies for a new 
spiritual reformation. 


And Now Begins the Race for Fighting Aircraft 

It is no surprise to see the United States entering more and 
more into the military competition that has so long cursed Europe 
and towards which we Americans until recently pointed the finger 
of scorn and warning. The whole propaganda procedure of our 
War Department during the past year made it apparent to the ob- 
servant onlooker that our officials were getting things ready for 
increased military preparedness—especially in aircraft. And now 
comes the statement in the press this week that a great lighter- 
than-air squadron for the United States Navy is soon to be con- 
structed. According to the report, the navy now has plans for 
dirigibles considerably larger than the “Los Angeles,” together with 
a company of lesser naval bags and baloons. A new line of moor- 
ing masts from Lakehurst to Hawaii is proposed. And a similar 
squadron is expected by naval leaders to be developed by the 
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army. All of which will mean a vast increase of expenditure as 
well as the nurture of the war idea and the war disposition. 

But still there is a great number of simple-minded and credulous 
Americans who see no peril in this sort of thing. They themselves 
have denounced Europe for its militarism, have pronounced it stupid 
and imbecile for its military competition in building up great armies 
and navies, and have particularly pointed the finger of contempt and 
disgust at England and France for their mad orgy of competi- 
tion in military aircraft. But these Americans seem insensible to 
the fact that the United States is far advanced in the same sort of 
militarism. Indeed taking its isolation into consideration and the 
military advantages which are guaranteed it by the God-given 
distances which separate it from other great nations, there is 
nc other nation on earth that is so heavily armed as is the United 
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disarmament and in positive, constructive measures for permanent 
peace. 


An event which we hope may prove of real consequence not 
only-to Union Christian College, Merom, Indiana, but to agricul- 
tural journalism is the establishment of Rural America, a rural 
newspaper founded by Editor G. A. Bricker and Business Man- 
ager A. J. McClary, and their associates at the college. It is 
printed in newspaper form and crowded with farm news of all 
kinds. Mr. Bricker has had years of experience in farm journal- 
ism and knows the needs of this great group of people, and should 
be able to give them a most helpful paper. The mechanical work 
will be done at the college, thus giving opportunity for students 


to learn the printing trade; and the paper will keep a large con- 
stituency in touch with this educational institution which is being 
tormed along the particular lines that are so much needed in rural 
development. 


States today. If it is stupid and imbecile for Christian nations to 
build up great fighting crafts, the United States today excels them 
all in this sort of stupidity. Our military men, both of the army 
and of the navy, are gradually but surely tolling this nation on into 
still larger and ever larger military preparations. oO 

And there are comparatively few, even in the Church, who It is interesting to note that the sixty-nine largest congrega- 
have faith enough in the power and principles of the gospel of tions of the United Lutheran Church in America number nearly 
Jesus Christ to believe that a great Christian nation like ours 100,000 members. Each of these congregations lists one thousand 
should dare to turn its face away from this sort of pagan im- or more, and five of them have a membership of more than two 
becility and become an aggressive and compelling leader in actual thousand, and two of them a membership of over three thousand. 
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Dayton Loses a Leader 


UR readers have so greatly appreciated the valued articles which Rev. Irvin E. 

Deer has contributed to our pages that they will be interested to know that he has 
resigned his position as executive secretary of the Dayton Council of Churches in order 
to accept a similar position but a larger field with the Council of Churches of Minne- 
apolis, leaving this week to take up his new work there. In his going, Dayton is 
conscious of a very distinct loss in its religious leadership; for Mr. Deer has been 
one of the most virile and forceful leaders in Christian work which our city has ever 
had. ° Coming here five years ago, he found the Dayton Council of Churches quite new 
and its organization immature. With skill and forcefulness he has perfected the organ- 
ization, bringing into it almost all of the Protestant churches, and has made it a very 
positive and pleasing factor in the Christian life of this great community. The Council 
has come to be the representative and voice of united Protestantism in the city, and 
Mr. Deer has been its fearless and tactful spokesman on all sorts of occasions and in all 
sorts of issues. With sympathies which are broad and keen both by instinct and varied 
training, he has entered heartily and aggressively into all phases of Kingdom work, 
and has made his organization stand for tremendously more than simply an office of 
routine tabulation and conventional expression. Through its various commissions, it 
has been a forceful dynamic in civic righteousness, in industrial idealism, and in Christian internationalism, being 
an avenue of articulation for the churches of Dayton in all of these larger interests as well as making possible their 
co-operation and compactness in evangelistic and other local ministries. And in all of these varied and sometimes 
almost conflicting activities, Mr. Deer has manifested an unusual breadth and evenness of interest, having the 
rare faculty of being deeply concerned in every phase and department of the work of the Church without 
being a fanatic on any of them. With large understanding of life as well as of the content and meaning of the 
Kingdom, he has admirably succeeded through kindly and comprehending sympathies in identifying himself with 
all classes and races and religions, and has exerted a most commendable influence to bring about a better under- 
standing and more Christian attitude between the employer and the employee, the white and the colored, the 
American and the foreigner, the Protestant and Catholic and Jew; and he has held the confidence and good will 
of them all. Thus it has been five years of great work, admirably directed, and there is quite general agree- 
ment among the religious forces of this city that it is a distinct loss to us all to have Mr. Deer go. 

In quite a peculiar and personal way is this feeling of loss true with us men of the Publishing House. It has 
been the very special privilege of some of us to be intimately associated with Mr. Deer as a personal friend, he 
quite frequently joining our group in our daily luncheon together. Many of our ministers and denominational 
officials have met him in this way. His ready wit and well-informed mind have made him a delightful table com- 
panion, just as his warm and broad sympathies have made him a richly cherished and helpful friend. We all 
peculiarly regret to see him go; but are happy in the larger opportunities which are opening up to him, in which 
our profound good wishes accompany him all the way. 






































(Concluded from last week) 


OW much the Church has confounded 
I{ facts about Christ with the living 

Christ! Much of our religious pre- 
sentation has been of Christ, rather than 
Christ himself. He knew the intuitive 
outreach after God. He said, “I will make 
that possible to you.” He realized thorough- 
ly man’s desire to love and not to hate. 
He said I will engender the spirit of 
love in your hearts that you may real- 
ize your desire. He understood the hope 
that will not down that man might live 
on, and he said “because I live ye shall live 
also.” He knew the temptations to revert 
to type and he said, “I will be your 
strength.” Yes, he knew man and he knew 
the only way out and up was living friend- 
ship, and he promised to abide in the heart 
and life, nearer than breathing, closer than 
hands and feet. What men need is not so 
much new vision as new strength to realize 
the vision that now lures them. As they 
mount upward the new vision breaks. We 
will not be lacking in vision if we have 
power to attain what we already have. And 
it is just this—the way to strength and 
vision and attainment the Church has to 
offer to the world through a person, Christ, 
who is more than the highest, holiest man- 
hood, and whose presence in human life 
makes the potential possibilities of sonship 
with God real. “I live, and yet not I; but 
Christ liveth in me.” 

How simple this message is, as compared 
with our creeds, those historic attempts to 
present a philosophy of our Christian faith. 
But how potent to destroy those germs of 
the self-life that under other conditions 
breed social injustice and political warfare; 
that bring about international conflict and 
lay low the desires of men to develop the 
high art of living; that have divided the 
very Church itself into opposing factions, 
and that in the name of the Prince of Peace; 
that has delayed human progress as it seeks 
to mount the altar stairs that lead to God. 
Yes, this is the one hope and beside it there 
is none other. The presentation of a living 
person to living persons, in order that they 
may first learn to know and then to love 
and then to follow, is to meet the first need 
of man and lead him out into highways of 
progress where he may find himself as he 
finds God in Christ. 


Exalting Christ 


The hope, and the only hope of a new 
order, rests upon the exaltation of Christ 
and loyalty to him. When one of the most 
pronounced of the liberals of the Church 
came to one of our eastern cities to speak 
the other day, he was asked by the pastor 
of one of the churches in which he spoke if 
there were any directions he would like 
observed in the service. His answer, quite 
unintentionally doubtless, was very sig- 
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nificant: “Nothing but a hymn, at the close, 
exalting Christ.” Now the Church must take 
that to heart. The fact of the business is 
the Church is, and has been for centuries, 
engaged in just what it has so bitterly 
accused the scientific world of doing, dealing 
with secondary issues. Was Christ miracu- 
lously born? Perhaps so, though of course 
the whole question revolves around what we 
mean by “miraculous.” Did he walk upon 
the water? The records tell us so, and being 
what he was morally and spiritually, I see 
no cause to deny it. Was his broken body 
raised without corruption to a new state of 
spiritual being? To me the evidence of those 
transformed disciples, hitherto weak, moral- 
ly and religiously; now rising to the heights 
of ethical and spiritual daring, a change to 
be accounted for only on the basis of a 
marvelous happening, seems convincing. 
But these are facts about Christ, and they 
do not constitute the Church’s message. Just 
in proportion as they do, especially in our 
age, will the result be more and more in- 
effectual. We live in an age of law and 
order. The great discovery of this scientific 
age of ours is that law obtains. The think- 
ing of the First Century was, in the main, 
dominated by fortuitous happenings. And 
our age is utterly impatient with that which 
does not submit to law. It admits no break- 
ing of an enduring order. Doubtless, as has 
happened again and again in the history of 
man’s thought life, our vision of higher real- 
ity is obscured by our aroused enthusiasm 
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I BELIEVE 
LIFE has no higher treasure than a 


clear and commanding faith. There 
is no higher moment than that in which 
the man of vision and courage stands 
up and says, “I believe.’ That is not 
true of all believing. Belief may be 
simply blind assent to what others say. 
It may shut its eyes to the truth and 
cling to a dream. It may be mere opin- 
ion, without power over heart and life. 


level. It looks open-eyed at the world 
and fears no truth. It knows the world 
of things that seems to show no spirit, 
the world of nature moving like a ma- 
chine, that world of evil that would de- | 
ny the good. But it has come to know 
another world—the world of love an 
righteousness, of beauty and truth,the 
world of the spirit. It calls that world 
the Good, or God. It dares to believe 
not only this Good is real, but that it is 
supreme; that Goodness and Pov er are 
one. In that faith it sees the meaning 
of its own life and of all life; and so it 
gives itself in heart and will as it has 
in thought, and stakes its life on this 
on This is what Lowell meant 
eae 
that grand credo 
Which in prophet’s hearts has burned 
Since the first man stood, God-con- 
quered, 
With his face to heaven upturned. 


—Dr. Harris F. Rall, in “I Believe.” 


But faith at its best moves on another |h. 




















over our new discovery. But that does not 
alter the fact that it is just here our present 
controversies center. Now the hope of the 
situation lies in this that this is not 
the message that has been entrusted to the 
Church. Jesus tried, with one possible ex- 
ception, with all the might he had, to avoid 
just this approach. They were everlasting- 
ly asking him for just such a “sign.” “Show 
us you can dominate the world of matter. 
Let us see you can control the forces of na- 
ture. Make it plain you have the power of 
God over his own handiwork, and we will 
believe.” But Jesus definitely and finally 
laid that aside when he first faced his task, 
and in the parabolic words of the temptation 
experience would not convert stones into 
bread or defy the laws of gravitation by 
casting himself from the temple for the 
simple purpose of proving his mission. The 
Church is today in the midst of a struggle 
over just the thing Jesus unalterably re- 
fused to do. 


Now while the Church is in conflict over 
matters of secondary import the world, the 
great morally and spiritually hungry world, 
is calling for Jesus. And it is the business 
of the Church to hold him up so that the 
world can see him. That cannot be done un- 
til men see him in our lives. If God, free- 
dom, immortality are the basic truths of re- 
ligion, then it must be made plain to men 
Christ is the way to attain these values— 
that there is, indeed, no other way by which 
they can be achieved. In reality there is no 
other known method by which we can exalt 
him than by doing his will, which is to love 
God and freedom and immortality. If you 
would know you must do, said Jesus. And 
a recent writer has put it this way: “When 
the highest things have been turned into 
themes of eloquence, or into subjects for the 
war of minds between contentious philoso- 
phers, and when everybody is eager to talk 
about them, there is a terrible danger that 
the habit of arguing about these things, and 
talking eloquently and learnedly about them, 
may become a substitute for doing them. 
Oh! that danger is terrible indeed, greater 
than most of us are aware of, and it is 
one to which we easily succumb without 
knowing what has happened to us—the 
danger of letting the mere discussion of the 
highest become a substitute for the reality 
of it as enacted on the stage of life! The 
schools are suffering from it; the univer- 
sities are suffering from it; the churches 
are suffering from it; the government is 
suffering from it! ....If you want your 
speech about the highest things to keep true 
you must continually act the thing you are 
speaking about.” And that is the way we 
are going to exalt him most. Our systems 
of doctrine may be ever so well articulated, 
though they must from time to time be 
superseded by reason of the limitations of 
the human minds that wrought them out 
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and undertook to make them one organic 
whole; our church organization may be per- 
fected to the last degree and based upon 
apostolic models, so that the apostles them- 
selves would approve, but if we are not 
ready to give life in sheer desire to help 
men, as did he, the Son of Man, we will 

destroy rather than build. By no other way 
‘ ean we effectively lift him up, as we are 
privileged to do, than by taking up our 
crosses and following him. 


The Christian Church Fulfilling 
This Mission 

How far has the Christian Church ful- 
filled that mission during the century and a 
third of its career? That question I am not 
prepared to answer. There is another ques- 
tion, however, that is contributory that can 
be answered. It has made it easier for the 
whole Church to exalt him. It has ac- 
knowledged no leader otherthan Christ. Pay- 
ing tribute to all the great leaders of the 
Church throughout its history, it has sought 
to lift up Christ alone. No other figure has 
been permitted to come in and dim the vision 
of the uplifted Son of God, the Redeemer of 
men. It has granted to its members abso- 
lute liberty of thought in their approach to 
him, and has left the soul free as it goes to 
the great adventure. It has done more than 
set the individual free in his search for life 
through Christ, it has given liberty to the 
churches, as corporate bodies within one 
common whole, to be and act in accord with 
their common consciousness. It has pre- 
sented to the world elemental principles upon 
which the Church can unite and so remove 
the stigma that must attach to it by reason 
of its divided condition—a division which 
the New Testament and common sense con- 
demn. By the very freedom of its historic 
position it has made room for the develop- 
ment of truth, allowing the Spirit to voice 
himself in the counsels and lives of men. 
It has enriched character by giving room 
for expansion. That it has made grievous 
mistakes is only another proof of the diffi- 
culty of democracy, and these mistakes have 
contributed greatly to the slowness of its 
growth. But it has made it easier for other 
divisions of the Church to enter upon a 
larger heritage and to achieve greater 
things. How far it has contributed to the 
destruction of old forms and traditional 
practices, we do not know; but we believe its 
aid has been most pronounced. Other 
churches are coming to the same standards 
now, having acquired ‘practically the same 
liberty; and in the providence of God it does 
not seem far removed when mergers will 
take place that will bring nearer the time 
for which Christ prayed and the world 
waits, the unity of the Church. Not until 
that time comes may we hope for the larger 
brotherhood. If the Church cannot live at 
peace within itself, it has small hope of 
convincing the world it is the way to uni- 
versal peace. 


But if men are going to be aroused to 
great enthusiasms, the kind that conquer, it 
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will be at the hands of a great person, and 
it is this radiant, illuminating personality 
which one meets in the New Testament that 
is to carry victory with it as we face the 
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present divided struggling world. We must 

not fail in our supreme task of revealing 

him. To fail here is to fail in all. 
Providence, Rhode Island. 


The Sunday Theater at the Bar 


BY REY. E. A. WATKINS, D. D. 


tures, one from the Old Testament and 

one from the New, as the basis for this 
discussion. First, “Woe to him that build- 
eth a town with blood, and establisheth a 
city by iniquity” (Habakkuk 2:12). Second, 
“Be not deceived, God is not mocked” 
(Galatians 6:7). 

There is a great deal of deception in the 
world. One can hardly believe his own 
eyes sometimes. “The American people like 
to be humbugged.” They are easily de 
ceived. It is difficult to get justice in 
America. It is hard to convict a criminal 


STEWARDSHIP OF WORDS 


Worps are such mighty things, dear 

Lord, 
I feel I cannot bear 

With worthiness this stewardship 
Thou hast given to my care. 

They lift the soul to heavenly heights 
Or drag to depths of woe; 

Their mighty power to curse, or bless, 
No human heart may know. 

My neighbor's need I may not see, 
Or burdens that oppress, 

And I may wound him with the words 
That seek alone to bless. 

Forgive me, Lord, for careless words 
When hungry souls are near; 

Words that are not of Faith, and Love, 
Heavy with care and fear; 

Forgive me for the words withheld, 
For words that might have won 

A soul from darkened paths and sin 
To follow thy dear Son. 

Words are such mighty things, dear Lord, 
May I so yielded be 

That Christ, who spake as never man, 
May ever speak through me. 


—Amy R. Thomas, in Free Methodist. 
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| AM taking two phrases from the Scrip- 


in America. When a great issue is before 
the people for action, there is always a lot 
of superficial argument, subtle and cunning, 
with no other purpose than to befog the real 
issue and deceive the people. The real issue 
is evaded. Those who do not want to face 
the issue sound the changes on the surface 
and marginal interests, and direct attention 
to the trivial and secondary matters, divert- 
ing the attention from the heart and soul 
of the matter under consideration, by the 
use of high-sounding, meaningless, and 
feeble platitudes, wrapped up in feeble 
rhetoric, empty verbage and shallow vapor- 
ings. The purpose is to deceive. 

The Sunday theater is in the foreground 
of our thinking now. As an institution, it is 
a criminal at the bar of public opinion and 
enlightened experience. With possibilities 
of good, unlimited and tremendous; per- 
verted, it becomes a most dangerous evil. It 


has been charged and found guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanors against one of the 
most fundamental institutions of civiliza- 
tion, the Christian Sabbath, and with crimes 
against childhood and future generations. 
There is only one thing left to do—declare 
the thing an outlaw and pronounce judg- 
ment. 

“God is not mocked.” No just cause ever 
dies. No evil cause ever lives,—perpetually. 
Build your structures high, gigantic in 
measurements, imposing in outline, if you 
will; but build upon human wrong or upon 
human injustice, and the hour will come 
when the heart-throb of a woman or the 
pulse-beat of a baby somewhere will beat 
down the mighty edifice you have reared, 
toppling ruins about your nerveless, helpless 
hands. The prophet of the long ago saw it, 
and gave utterance to that eternal truth, 
“Woe to him that buildeth a town with 
blood, and establisheth a city by iniquity.” 
That is not true because the Bible records 
it, but it is recorded in the Sacred Record 
because the race has found it eternally true. 

1. The institution has been found guilty 
and condemned at the bar of history of con- 
ducting a school of crime. Premediated and 
with malice, it strikes a blow at the very 
vitals of our civilization. Subtle and 
cunning, because not apparent in a day, but 
through a slow yet sure process, it none the 
less poisons the purest fountains from 
which drink the youth of the land. It is 
recognized everywhere by men and women 
who have thought the thing through, and 
after the most careful and exacting surveys, 
that at the door of the moving picture 
theater, and especially the Sunday theater, 
lies the secret of the crime wave sweeping 
across the country. The criminals of today 
are not hardened men and women, but the 
youth of the land. 

2. Guilty—of striking the blow with in- 
tent to kill the Christian Sabbath, of 
hallowed memory and sacred associations. 
It is the storm center of a great conflict, 
through the years, to inject a continental 
Sabbath into American life. It is a part 
of a settled policy and program of the Sun- 
day theater institution totally to break 
down the Sabbath. Hear the report of a 
leading member-of The American Amuse- 
ment Corporation, who says, “We have the 
plans all laid for wiping out every vestige 
of every law protecting Sunday from the 
statute books of every State in the Union.” 

3. Guilty—of seeking to enter as an 
opening wedge for a lot of other evils, even 
more serious and destructive than the theater 
itself. Admit the old skunk and she is al- 
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ways followed by her legitimate offspring—a 
lot of little skunk kittens, that would soon 
be as big as the mother, and just as great 
a menace, and the source of just as great a 
moral stench in the nostrils of all decent 
people in the community. Admit the Sun- 
day theater as an approved Sunday institu- 
tion, and you open the door that will admit a 
series of evils that we do not want. 

The Sunday theater so violates a funda- 
mental law of the race, and is so inherently 
wrong—wrong because its whole influence 
and atmosphere is wrong—that experience 


teaches us that it cannot be satisfactorily 
censored, and neither can it be regulated. 
The only way to regulate a mad dog is to 
blow his brains out. The only way to regu- 
late the Sunday theater is to declare it a 
criminal and an outlaw, unworthy of a place 
in our civilized communities. An institu- 
tion that has so little regard for the rights 
of the community, and the sacredness of the 
Sabbath day as a day of rest and worship, 
and the right of the people to the rest and 
quiet of the Sabbath day, and the right to 
(Continued on page fourteen) 


What Is Truth? 


BY REV. ARTHUR A. WRIGHT 


Lord Jesus at the dawn of the Chris- 

tian era has been an age-long ques- 
tion, and is still being asked with great zeal 
in the present hour. Some ask it to excuse 
their refusal of, and disobedience to, re- 
vealed truth. Some ask it in disgust, and 
others in despair, because of the babel and 
confusion about them. Some ask it like the 
Athenians of old, cut of mere lust for some- 
thing new, seeming to have a kind of 
philosophic craze; and others in sincerity, 
that they may know and do the truth, that 
they may have a firm foundation for present 
life and future hope. 


We wish to call your attention to the 
manifest spirit and purport of the asking of 
this question, also the spirit necessary to the 
attainment of true knowledge. The pursuit 
of no question could be fraught with greater 
blessing to our souls, since it is written, 
“My people perish for lack of knowledge,” 
and, “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 

First. “What is truth?” cry a certain class, 
teaching that God has left man to grope in 
the darkness, and feel his way to the temple 
of knowledge, that truth must be attained 
in the school of human experience, gleaned 
from the study of human history and the 
world of man as it lies about us. This 
strikes at the heart of God; for it denies his 
Fatherly love and care for his creatures. 
What earthly father would leave his little 
children in the dark, untrodden wilderness 
without chart or guide to find their own 
way. How it must wound the heart of our 
loving Heavenly Father—who clothes the 
lilies of the field, gives to the wild beasts 
their food, guides the birds in their flight, 
notes even the lone sparrow in its fall, in 
short, “Whose tender mercies are over all 
his works”—to have his darling creature 
_man, whom he loves most of all, to say such 
unkind things of him? Have those who teach 
this taken into consideration what a denial 
this is of the very grandest revelation we 
have of God, namely that, “God is love.” 

How inferior to the God our Lord Jesus 
knew, and made manifest by word and life. 
What unfaith does this bespeak in his love, 
at least in his power. This insinuates that 


T question asked by Pilate of the 


either he will not or cannot give us the 
truth. That man has been in the darkness 
and is, is sadly manifest; but is it not be- 
cause “when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful in 
their heart?” We do well to ponder the 
words of the Lord Jesus when he said, “This 
is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil.” 
Second. The spirit in which this question 
is being asked by some is a denial of faith. 
The clamor of the hour is for facts. “Be- 
lieve nothing till you prove it.” It is not 
believe till you have disproven; but, to use a 
slang phrase, “I’m from Missouri, show 
me!” The race of man has outgrown its 
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childhood, it has reached its majority, it 
will take nothing from hearsay. Some look 
upon this as a mark of wondrous develop- 
ment. Let me ask, would you not consider 
it an offense for me to tell you I could not or 
would not believe your word till I had 
proven it? “Does our law judge a man 
before it hear him?” When man tells God 
he will not accept his word except it 
measure up to his standards and appeals to 
his common sense and reason, does he not 
insult God? Does he not take too much on 
himself? Is man competent to judge in the 
realm of the Spirit? Is it not true, “That 
no man knoweth the things of God, save the 
Spirit of God?” Is there not a time to be 
still in the divine presence, when to listen 
is fraught with more blessing than to think? 
Has prayer no place and the Holy Spirit no 
office work in the world? Of old time the 
Lord said, “Wilt thou also disannul my 
judgment, wilt thou condemn me that thou 
mayest be righteous?” What need have we 
to beware, lest our boasted zeal for truth be 
but an effort to rid ourselves of the right- 
eous judgments of God and justify our own 
sinful pride and self-seeking. It might be 
well for us all to consider the word which 
says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
Third. The spirit in which this question 
is being asked by some bars all hope of 
ever knowing the truth. There is in it, no 
“valley of Achor for a door of hope.” It 
scorns the door by which we must enter the 
temple of truth. Along the road that leads 
(Continued on page fourteen) 


Car Window Obervations 


Half Acre 


BY REV. McD. 


JUST now passed by a half acre of old 
| discarded autos. They had served their 

day and were now being wrecked. Some 
parts were to be used by being incorpor- 
ated into other old machines as repairs; 
and other parts were to be consigned to 
the metal scrap heap, to be returned to the 
furnace, melted, and changed into other 
forms. It looked as if there were a thou- 
sand in that motley array—all kinds, from 
the humble little Ford roadster, to the 
stately Pierce Arrow limousine, all huddled 
close together; and the mantle of “discard” 
thrown over all. 

They were out in an open field, no longer 
bathed and chamoised, except by the 
drenching storm and kissed by gentle 
winds and pitying sunbeam, no longer 
oiled and polished, and admired as a thing 
of beauty. No longer did purring motor 
or singing tires, as they spurned the slab be- 
neath, give delight to the driver as he 
stepped on the gas. 

At first I was led to pity these torn, 
worn, warped, and broken things. But 
then I said to myself, they gave themselves 
to service and are now as picturesque 2s 
when in primitive beauty and usefulness, 


of Discards 
HOWSARE, D. D. 


they came forth from the skillful hand of 
the mechanic. Having served their day and 
given the best that was in them, they now 
give way to others who are to be, perhaps, 
more efficient and finer. 


Such is the law of progress and life. 
Plans and methods which were all right yes- 
terday may be fit only for the scrap heap 
today. They served their day ani were a 
means unto an end—stepping-stones to pres- 
ent heights. With due regard, let us sal- 
vage all that is good in them and incorpor- 
ate it into the present, and gently consign 
the rest to the “half acre of discards.” 


We, too, must go this way. Battered, 
tattered, warped, and broken, we too will 
come to the end of the way. What matters 
it if we have loved and served and made 
some contribution to the common good of 
human kind, if we have helped give and 
clarify the world’s vision of Jesus and have 
had some little part in helping to establish 
the Kingdom of God on earth—if at last we 
do sleep in the half acre covered over with 
the mantle of discard? We shall be remem- 
bered for what we have done. 
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At Prayer Time 


My father’s house.—John 14:1. 
o 


Not long ago a group of representative 
citizens met for a conference. The matter 
they were considering was an important one 
in the community, yet it was in no way con- 
nected with the substance of our particular 
thought here. It happened, however, that 
there was a departure from their interest 
that evening and for a little while they in- 
formally, yet with deep feeling, began to 
talk about their personal beliefs in the 
future life. 

The ideas they expressed were not at all 
new; therefore the substance of their dis- 
cussion needs not be presented here. But 
the significant thing about the conversation 
was that it represented a mood that men 
frequently find themselves in. Business 
men, and professional men, have been too 
often misjudged. They are not a heartless 
lot; they think on matters that are at the 
vital problem of existence far more fre- 
quently than some people suppose. 

Many times groups of men, sometimes 
groups that do not represent the church nor 
religious life, discuss phases of faith in the 
future. They come to no decisions of con- 
sequence, it is true; at least that can often 
be said. Yet they do not give up their in- 
terest in a subject on which religion has 
had a great deal to say and on which there 
has been a wide variety of interpretaticn. 

Do what we will, we will lift the eyes of 
our minds to see into, if possible, the Great 
Beyond. For there is a beyond; we are all 
sure of that, even if it be something alto- 
gether detached from our personal sharing 
in it. 

oD 


I know not what the long years hold 
Of winter days and summer clime; 
But this I know; when life grows old, 

It shall be iight—at evening time. 


I cannot tell what boon awaits 

To greet me, with the falling night; 
But this I know: beyond the gates, 

At evening time, it shall be light. 


—Thomas Curtis Clark. 


oO 


But the religion of Jesus, if we have in 
any way been able to rightly interpret the 
content of his faith and if we have rightly 
made it a part of the content of our own 
belief, looks with a strong confidence in a 
future in which God is as supreme as he 
is ina present. And there is a logic of faith 
that cannot be easily shaken. There is some 
heroism in looking for a future of im- 
measurable possibility; and there is cer- 
tainly a bitter tinged pessimism that looks 
toward a future that is bleak with a barren 
void. If one has faith in God, it is not hard 
to say which of the alternatives will be 
chosen. 

Yet we should, perhaps, not overlook a 


favorable aspect of the modern interest in 
immortality. We are not issuing as many 
dogmas about it today as men did for several 
generations before our time. - And we are 
bothering ourselves less with a thing we 
know little about, and we are dealing more 
with matters of present moment. For re- 
ligion must be adequate to things that are 
present and concrete, or it cannot be de- 
pended upon to be of much worth in things 
that are distant and abstract. 

It seems that there is the very place that 
Jesus placed this matter, which, since his 
death, has become one of the most sig- 
nificant aspects of Christian faith. For a 
long time Jesus said little or nothing about 
what his belief may have been in continued 
existence. But near the end, when emerg- 
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O life, what sure reward hast thou to } 
give 

To those obedient to thy command 

To take the rough unbroken path, to 
stand 

True to the higher in men’s souls; to 
live 

Adventurously, sail uncharted seas 

Midst storms and winds and wrecks, 
while the wise say, 

“Too bad, too bad, they throw their 
chance away”’— 

What compensation, life, hast thou for 
these? 


These do not ask for wages, pay at all, 

As for things sold: or gifts, or princely 
dole: 

But deeper sense of having been alive, 

New light from rugged uplands, and a 
eall, 


And strength and will to reach the dis- 
tant goal, 
Then onward, ever onward still to 


strive. 
—Clyde McGee. 
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encies pointed to his own physical destruc- 
tion—the ending of his mortal life—then he 
spoke with a clearness that gave inspira- 
tion as well as hope. 

o 


Can we get the hope, and be interested in 
the outlook, instead of being too much ab- 
sorbed in trying to get at actualities of the 
future? Let us consider that section from 
the fourth Gospel which is so much our con- 
solation' in times of sorrow or in moments of 
emergency. The fourteenth chapter of John 
is perhaps the most quoted section of the 
New Testament in such times. But there 
is little there to make us vain; certainly we 
can not read that section and then tell just 
what that future is. : 

We know too little what Jesus may have 
meant when he used the word house. And 
it is hard to think of a house having man- 
sions in it; particularly our day, and we 
likely are more advanced in ideas of home 
building than the people were in Jesus’ day. 
Usually we think of a house being less than 
a mansion. A mansion is more of a palace. 
A house, as we think of it, is a modest dwell- 
ing—maybe a humble one. A mansion is the 
place where the well-to-do live. 

And if there are these mansions beyond, 
it is hard to understand what Jesus meant 
when he said, “I go to prepare a place for 
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you.” For the earlier statement implied 
that the mansions were already there, and 
waiting. 

Now look at the larger side of this 
memorable passage. In the providence of 
God there are many splendid endowments 
and rich provision. After all, human ex- 
perience has usually found that a new dis- 
covery or emergency has opened surprising 
resources of the Infinite. Mortal history is 
itself a witness here. Should not the fu- 
ture be expected to be the greatest adven- 
ture? 


oO 
Lonely? 

Not while God is near. 
Sad? 


Not with many hearts to cheer. 
Tired? 

Not with him to spur me on. 
Fearful? 

Not with him to lean upon. 
Happy? 

O what foolish questions these! 
When we seek our Lord to please! 
Did he not the promise give 
That to all who seek to live 
Ever walking in his way 

He is with them day by day 
Anywhere on any shore? 
Surely we could ask no more. 


—Jennie A. Larmonth. 


oO 


In my Father's house—In the logic of 
faith there is no necessary condition away 
from the residence of God; he is, and to 
live with him is to be at home with him, 
whether it be in this life or in any other 
life. 

There are many mansions—There are vast 
resources of mind and spirit, vast stores of 
truth and spiritual understandings, vast 
provisions for future welfare; for God is a 
father, and we are the children of his estate. 

If it were not so, I would have told you— 
In other words, the whole of Jesus’ life was 
based on such convictions; his teachings and 
his program had always been offered with 
some infinite future in mind. 

I go to prepare a place for you—It would 
seem that Jesus had no thought of ceasing 
to work on; the future was still a place 
where he could achieve. 


oO 


Where there is faith, there is love; 
Where there is love, there is peace; 
Where there is peace, there is God; 
Where there is God, there is no need. 


oO 


Make us strong, Immortal Spirit, to live 
and to do in the light of the unfading virtues 
and in the strength of things that are en- 
during. From everlasting to everlasting 
thou art God, and we look to thy care which 
is as eternal as is thy fatherhood. Even in 
our moments there are eternities, and we 
pray for a growing knowledge that will aid 
us in the fuller living that such a faith im- 
plies. Let our joy of the present quiet our 
fear of the future. We are in thy house 
now; may we dwell in it evermore. Amen, 

ERNEST D. GILBERT, 
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Program for September 
CONCLUSION 


1, Bible Reading:—‘Jesus, the King Victorious.” 
2. The Solution of the Race Problem. 
a. The Solution of Conflict. 
b. The Solution of Segregation. 
c. The Solution of Subjection. 
d. The Solution of Christianity. 
3. The United States and the Red Man. 
4. Rapid-Fire-Shots. 


The End of Another Year 

AS it been “a perfect day?” I am pretty 

sure that none of us can say that our 
work during the past year has been perfect. 
The year has been a perfectly good oppor- 
tunity given us; but, as we near the close 
of the year, we can see where our oppor- 
tunities have not always been used. We 
shall gather up the fragments in our local 
societies and conference boards, and try to 
have our annual reports as good as possible. 
We shall face the new year with a new de- 
termination to do better work, in all of the 
departments in 1925-26. 

When September 30 comes, all reports 
shall be in the hands of the General Secre- 
tary of the Woman’s Mission Board; then 
when the next year’s Christian Annual ap- 
pears we shall see—What shall we see? 


The New Goals 


HE financial goals for some of our con- 

ference woman’s boards have been 
changed for the year beginning October, 
1925. These woman’s boards have been 
notified of the change, and we hope that 
in every case the new goal may mean a new 
interest and zest such as shall help mightily 
to reach the goals or go even beyond them 
next year. 


A Surprise for You 


OU were surprised when you saw the 

thank-offering program in the August 
number of The Christian Missionary. Well, 
we hope you were not so surprised that you 
shall forget all about it before November. 
Some folks feared that such might be the 
case, but we hope that the surprise shall 
have the opposite effect. 

Another surprise is that the monthly pro- 
grams for next year are ready. We are glad 
indeed that we can offer them to you at 
this early date. The Program Calendar 
presents a very pleasing appearance in its 
cover of gray and blue. You shall find some 
suggestions to leaders on the inside of the 
front cover page, also the prices of the books 
required. 

We are sure that you shall be glad to know 
that the Program Calendar presents two 
programs for each month, and you can take 
your choice as to the one you shall use in 
your society. 

The packet of leaflets for the programs 
is listed at forty-five cents, which is not 
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mendations. 


in the consideration of the reports. 


in the best possible manner. 





Reports Vs. Discussions 


AS we enter the annual conference period, we are reminded of the work 
“~*~ of various committees who are to render reports to these annual sessions 
These reports will deal with various and important subjects and problems. 
May one who handles a number of reports kindly suggest to the writers that 
there is a vast difference between a report and an address for the conference 
floor, or the floor of the committee. Please save your arguments and dis- 
cussions for the consideration of your reports after they have been submitted 
for they have no place in reports which should deal with facts and recom. 

That will be much better in a literary way and save the confer- 
renga gen ws “ expense in printed minutes. 

e least important reports are the most voluminous and expensive i s i 

printed minutes, but are so only because persons have pi ye veges 
written reports discussion and matter that should be used only on the floor 


: i Please distinguish betwe i 
report and a discussion of the subject matter of Gaik tapes. > Ai her era 


, 
Ww 


Not infrequently some of 


Let’s do things 


MAX ADDEN. 








really enough; we should have made the 
amount fifty cents instead. Yes, that is 
more than in former years, but the packet 
contains more. 

The leaflet mentioned for the October 
meeting, “At Life’s Daily Crossings,” does 
not appear in the packet, as it is not a part 
of the program, but a leaflet for distribu- 
tion. The price of the leaflet is two cents 
per copy. 

The “What to Do” which is suggested for 
each month, is a new feature. We are sure 
that you shall appreciate it. In societies 


where the “group plan” is being worked, we 
believe that it might be helpful to have the 
different groups carry out these suggestions. 
' The price of the programs is the same as 
last year, five cents per copy or fifty cents 
per dozen. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, 


Secretary 








Getting Ready for Your November and 
December Stewardship Program 


HE Elon Summer School closed last 

night, August 7. Your Secretary taught 
a large class in Stewardship for ten days. 
Various members of the class offered the 
following ways to help in your local church 
stewardship campaign: 


1. A series of stewardship sermons. 

2. Choose a stewardship secretary to co- 
operate with the pastor in working out and 
executing such a program. 

8. Conduct one or more stewardship 
classes and find out what the stewardship 
message is and what it means to the spirit- 
ual life of the individuals and of the church. 

4. Have a special service where tithing 
testimonies are given. 

5. Use stewardship pageants, playlets, 
and stories. 

6. Teach it to the children in the Sun- 
day-school, Daily Vacation Bible School, 
Junior Church. 

7. Hold a stewardship institute in your 
church. 

8. Use posters, church bulletins, budget 
account books, mottoes, charts. 


@ 
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9. Hold reading cont .; 
congregation. . ests for the entire 
10. Get your conference st 
eward 6 
retary to come for a special en ca 


11. i : 
ae and enroll tithers at a public 


12. Conduct a class in st i 
your Christian indenveneva: a a 


13. Carefully select and distri i 

13. ribute litera- 
—_ in the homes of your people and call 
attention to its importance in a public way. 


14. Stress the im 
os portance of parent 
practicing ste ; parents 
ep — wardship and early teaching it 


15. In making your ann 
ual every-mem- 
ber canvass regard the tithe as the satin 
amount of giving and urge it upon all 
16. Have a real stud ibl 
: f y of the Bibl 
this subject from pulpit and in aab-wesk 
Services, missionary societies, Ladies’ Aid 
societies, class meetings. 
17. Study your local chu i 
rch fina 
— a os such revision of the es 
will conform to th i i 
Prieta om e scriptural teaching 


18. Urge each family to bu 
good stewardship book val ae peg 
19. Place some of the best st dshi 
and Kingdom finance bo i en 
woubie” Minion oks in your church 

20. Hold stewardship essa 
: ( y contests 
the high school pupils of your Haesasesie Tbe 





Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





Life Service Recruits 
E have just sent out a questionnaire ask- 
ing the pastors to co-operate with us in 
securing a correct tabulation of our Life 
Service Recruits. It is difficult to keep our 
list up to date and also to keep correct 
addresses. 

Our recruits are changing addresses so 
often in their preparation for work that we 
can not keep in touch with them as we de- 
sire. A goodly number of fine young people 
have signed up during the past year for 
the ministry and missionary work at home 
and abroad. 

As an aid to a choice we quote the follow- 
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ing from Professor H. M. Doxsee as to a 
general view of the vocations: 


If you have decided that you are going 
to make a success of yourself by hard work 
in some worthy field, you are now ready to 
make an analysis of yourself in an attempt 
to ascertain for what group of vocations you 
are best adapted. 

Undoubtedly you will not be able to an- 
swer all questions concerning yourself or 
the vocations; but where you are unable to 
go on, father or mother or some wise friend 
or teacher may be able to offer timely ad- 
vice. 

In the first place, there are four large 
groups of occupations from which you may 
choose: 


Paul Writes to 
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1. The professions, including the law, 
the ministry, teaching, dentistry, literature, 
etc. 

2. Production, including manufacturing, 
engineering, construction work, etc. 

8. Distribution, including transportation, 
salesmanship, advertising, banking, etc. 


4. The earth occupations, including min- 
ing, forestry, live stock raising, general 
farming, etc. 


Your first step in this analysis is to de- 
cide whether the qualities that you now 
possess would fit you better for one group 
than for another. To this end you should 
consider the general requirements and 
qualifications needed in each group. 


the Philippians 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 1925 
Philippians 1-4 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—I can do all things in him 
that strengtheneth me.—Phil. 4:18. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, August 31—Paul’s Prayer for 
the Philippians. Phil. 1:1-11. 
Tuesday, September 1—Life’s Objective, 
Christ. Phil. 1:12-21. 
Wednesday, September 2—Suffering for 
Christ. Phil. 1:22-30. 


Thursday, September 3—Christ-like 
Living. Phil, 2:1-11. 
Friday, September 4—Lights in_ the 


World. Phil. 2:12-18. 
Saturday, September 5—Heavenly 
Citizenship. Phil. 3:12-21. 


Sunday, September 6—Mutual Helpers. 
Phil. 4:10-20. 











A SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

Hymn—"“Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me, “No. 135 
in “Worship and Song.” 

Prayer—By Superintendent. Thanks for 
Jesus and the hosts of his followers of 
great vision and mighty endeavor, and 
prayer that we may all look up and lift up. 

Bible Readings—Phil. 1:2-11; 2:1-5, 12-16; 
3:7-16; 4:1-9. Read or recited by two 
junior boys and two junior girls. 

Hymn—"Fight the Good Fight,” No. 183 in 
“Worship and Song.” 

Recitation Period. 

Secretary's word of cheer. 

Superintendent—A good-by send-off to the 
young people who are leaving for school 
and college. 

Hymn—"‘Lead On, O King Eternal,"’ No. 178 
in “Worship and Song.” 

Benediction—Mizpah. 


Philippians 


ET us make this lesson the occasion of 

reading consecutively and making a 
study of the whole book. -It is of all Paul’s 
letters his love letter. Almost every line is 
beating with a heart throb. Forget that 
you have heard sermons preached from de- 
tached sentences of it, or that you have 
learned some of it as golden texts and read 
it as a letter from a Christian preacher, 


now in jail at Rome, N. Y., to a home 
mission point away out at Phillipsburg, 
Kansas. 

Appreciation 


It is a good thing in preacher, teacher, 
employer, or parent to be generous in ap- 
preciation. Paul very heartily commends, 
and thereafter criticism would not be so 
harsh, warning would not seem so petulant, 
and advice much more easily taken. Always 
to criticize is to invite heedlessness. 

In Prison but Optimistic 


Paul was apparently at this time in bonds 
in Rome. Certainly he was not guilty of 
any moral wrong. He may have been guilty 
of breaking some State by-law as Daniel 
was or as Scopes of Tennessee was, but 
there was nothing to make him feel that he 
deserved his punishment. But he was not 
bitter, and in it all could see much to be 
bright about. He knew it was proclaiming 
Christianity. He had the opportunity of 
preaching to his prison guards and every 
time he came to-court. Then all the lawyers 
and officials of the court had to learn some- 
thing about this new religion. And the 
Jews had to keep shouting it to keep the 
case in court at all. And so Paul could re- 
joice that Christ was becoming known, 
whether of “good-will” or of “envy and 
strife.” Surely he was having evidence of 
what he later taught, “That all things work 
together for good to them that love God.” 


Exhortation to Humble Service 


He had praised them for what they had 
done and were continuing to do, but he 
wants them to go right on serving with a 
humble spirit. Some serve because it elects 
them to offices of preferment or for “vain- 
glory.” But he invites them to serve in the 
humble spirit of their Lord who, while he 
could claim lofty rights, yet stooped to the 
lowest service, “emptying” himself. - Then 
he would like them to do it without murmur- 
ing or complaint. Some are fretful in that 
task of teaching in the Sunday-school or in 
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the money they contribute to help keep that 
preacher in the foreign field. 
Hope 

What a blessing is hope and what a 
crowning blessing is Christian hope! Some 
people, when they get sick, are just sure 
they are going to die; and some, when they 
break their leg, just know they will never 
walk again; and some, when they fail, feel 
sure that they can never again succeed. And 
so almost inevitably down they go. But 
Paul was in prison under one of the cruel- 
est of governors, and the cruelest religious 
persecutions. But he hoped to get out 
and come to them and continue his work. 
But even if he could not, he could send that 
fine young preacher, Timothy. And to this 
hopeful one in dying there was gain and in 
living there was service. 


A Great Goal 


In the lesson text what a goal Paul 
describes for himself and pictures for them. 
God has wondrously endowed us, and we 
usually hit what we have aimed for. Some- 
times we are diverted from our first goal. 
It may be sickness, or poverty, or an un- 
controllable circumstance, but prisons and 
stripes and guards could not deter this great 
racer. Jesus had taught him “Seek and ye 
shall find; knock and it shall be opened.” 
You may not quite reach the thing you 
longed for, but you will get much farther 
than if you had not had a goal at all. 


Pressing “Toward” It 


Watch his struggle. First, he does not 
count himself yet to have reached, and so 
he has not ceased effort and retired from 
service. Then he will cast secondary things 
aside as refuse. Useful they may be, but 
merely as a fertilizer that the prize (the 
harvest) may be attained. Then “forget- 
ting” all past achievements, or falls, or 
failures, or discouragements he will “press” 
on. O King Eternal, not only “lead on,” but 
give us grace to see the goal and follow. 
Keep Sweet About It 


Paul tells them to rejoice and to be at 
peace. Some folk serve God so hard and 
ardently that they get nervous about it and 
get cross and irritable, and say cruel things 
and fight like cats. If your service of 
Christ is robbing you of peace and a heart 
of rejoicing, then you are not fair to your- 
self, your Christ, nor your cause. Keep 
sweet, you fundamentalists. God is not 
dead, and “truth crushed to earth shall rise 
again.” Keep sweet, you modernists. 
Damming back the water is a good thing 
until it can be confined in the flume to drive 
the mill. 

oO 


Dan Crawford told a London audience 
that the people in the jungle of Africa have 
a tremendous belief in the immortality of 
the soul. “These poeple tell you that the 
dead do not really die, the body to them is 
the cottage of the soul. You say, ‘He has 
departed.’ They say, ‘He has arrived,’ ”— 
British Weekly. 


Program Pointers 


Ask certain members of the society, one week in 
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Learning How to Pray 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 1925 


Matt. 6:5-15 (Consecration Meeting) 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 


Christian Church 


The church prayed in faith and Peter was 
delivered out of the Roman prison. 


advance, to bring to the meeting examples of prayers 
from the Bible. Ask certain others to bring examples 
from sources other than the Bible. 

Ask some one to give a five-minute talk on the 
Lord’s Prayer, seeking to bring out the great out- 
standing things for which Christ prayed and thus 
teach us the things for which we should pray and the 
motive back of our prayers. 

Ask four or five to write out original prayers of 
not more than one hundred words and bring them 
to the meeting. Ask them to read them. If they are 
too timid to do this, have them collected and passed 
to some other member to read. 

Bible Reading—Some Elements of 

Prevailing Prayer 

. Faith. Mark 11:22-24. ‘Have faith in God.” Heb. 
11:6. 
According to God’s will. 1 John 5:14-15. 
In the Spirit. Jude 20; Rom. 8:26-27. 
In the name of Jesus. John 15:16; 16:23. 
Obedience. 1 John 3:22. 
Earnestness. Luke 11:5-8; 18:1-8. Heb. 7:5. 
Humility. Matt. 6:5-6. Luke 18:9-14. 


Why Our Prayers Fail 


. Sin. Ps. 66:18. Deut. 31:16-18. 

. Social unrighteousness. Isa. 1:15-17. 

. Unforgiving spirit. Matt. 6:14-15; 18:32-35. 
Selfish aims. James 4:3. 

. Ignorance. Matt. 20:22. ‘Ye know not what ye 
ask.” 

. Laziness. Ex. 14:15. 

. Ostentation. Matt. 6:5-7. 

. Wrong home life. 1 Peter 3:1, 7. 


Thoughts on the Theme 

ONDAY. Praying in Faith. “Have 

faith in God,” not faith in the singer 
or the preacher or the organization, al- 
though we ought to have a faith in their 
Christianity, but if we want real spiritual 
results in our lives and in the church and 
in the community, we must “have faith in 
God.” Nothing can take the place of that 
faith. How about your Endeavor society? 
Is your faith in its fine organization; its 
efficient leaders; its active committees; or 
is your faith in God? Unless it be in 
him your society will fail as a spiritual 
force in the church and community. Study 
your Bible and see how it was the prayers 
of faith that wrought the great things in 
Bible history. It was because Hannah 
prayed that a Samuel was given to Israel 
and the world. It was because Daniel 
prayed in faith that Nebucadnezzar’s dream 
was revealed to him, and the meaning of 
the seventy weeks in his dream, and the 
lions were muzzled by an angel of God. 
Isaiah and Hezekiah united their prayers 
to God, and the next morning 185,000 of the 
flower of the Assyrian army lay dead upon 
the field. Elijah prayed with faith in God, 
and the heavens were shut so that it did 
not rain for three days and six months; he 
prayed again and the rain fell in torrents. 
Elisha prayed and the river Jordan rolled 
back its waters on the right hand and on 
the left and Elisha went through dry shod. 
The Apostles prayed and heaven opened and 
the Spirit came down upon the church and 
8,000 were added to the church in two days. 


-_ 
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power of the prayer of faith knows no 
limits. 

Tuesday. Praying as Christ Would 
Pray. John 16:28-28. “Ask in my name.” 
That means pray in the character of Christ. 
Pray as he would. How simply Christ 
prayed. “Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 
Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard 
me.” How naturally he prayed. No osten- 
tation, no parade; just talking to his 
Heavenly Father. How earnestly he prayed 
sometimes. “And being in an agony he 
prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground. Have you prayed like Christ? 

Wednesday. Praying Persistently. Luke 
18:1-8. Are we not too much, as Mr. Moody 
used to say, like little boys that ring the 
doorbell and then run away before anyone 
can answer? We ask God for something 
and we run away and forget about it before 
God has time to answer it. Is it any wonder 
that he forgets to answer the prayer that 
we are too little interested in to wait upon 
him until we get the answer? 

Thursday. Praying in the Right Spirit. 
Jas. 4:1-8. “Ye ask, and receive not, be- 
cause ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it 
upon your lusts.” We are greatly concerned 
about the wording of our prayers. I doubt 
if God cares whether our prayers are 
couched in elegant English and perfect 
rhetoric or not. I am sure he is greatly 
concerned about the spirit back of our 
prayers. He is not going to answer our 
prayers, if he loves us, when the spirit back 
of them is selfish desire and the only reason 
for our asking is that we may enjoy the 
carnal things of life more. 

Friday. Praying in Humility. Gen. 18: 
20-33. Luke 18:9-14. The proud pray-er 
with the ostentatious prayer is not the one 
that reaches the ear of God. Only a humble 
heart is fitted to receive the blessings that 
God wishes to bestow. All others are 
barred with the bolt of pride so tightly 
that the spiritual blessings cannot find a 
way in. Only a humble spirit can tune in 
with God. 

Saturday. Praying Earnestly. Gen. 32: 
24-32. Heb. 5:7. “When he (Christ) had 
offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears.” When Jesus 
prayed he was dead in earnest. He realized 
the value of the things for which he 
prayed. We come to God and pray for 
things of more value than the gold and 
silver and diamond mines of the world and 
we manifest about as much interest as we 
might if we were millionaires asking for 
a nickel. We are not in blood earnest. 


Sunday. Learning How to Pray. Matt. 
6:5-15. The Christian should never pray for 
show. We are not to pray to men but to 
God. V. 5. 

V. 6. Secret prayer. It is the closet 
Christian whose prayers count in public. 

Vv. 7. “Use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speaking.” It is 
not quantity of words in prayer that counts 
with God; it is quality of spirit back of 
the words. 


By Way of Illustration 


Prayer is more than asking; it is a re- 
ceiving, a waiting, a learning of God, a 
converse and communion, in which he has 
much to say and we have much to hear 
and learn.—A. T. Pierson. 

Every step in the progress of missions is 
directly traceable to prayer.—A. T. Pierson. 

He who faithfully prays at home does 
as much for foreign missions as the man 
on the field, for the nearest way to the 
heart of a Hindu or Chinaman is by way 
of the throne of God.—Eugene Siock. 

Communion without service is a dream; 
service without communion is ashes.— 
Robert E. Speer. 

Prayer is either a prodigious force or a 
disgraceful farce. If a farce, you may pray 
much and get little; if a force, you may 
pray little and get much—Dr. A. F. 
Schauffler. 

Sir Walter Raleigh asked a favor of 
Queen Elizabeth, which he frequently did; 
to which she replied, “Raleigh, when will 
you leave off begging?” “When your 
majesty leaves off giving,” he replied. So 
long must we continue praying. 

A youth who had been reared a Roman 
Catholic was converted in a revival. He was 
soon called upon to pray in public, in which 
he proved very proficient. His old com- 
panions were amazed, and went to the meet- 
ing for the purpose of hearing him. At 
last an idea struck one of them. “I know,” 
he said, “how it is that he prays so well; 
he practices in private.” 

A man who learned to pray when he was 
three years old was converted in his old 
age, and used to say, “I am the old man 
who said his prayers for seventy years, and 
yet all that time had never prayed at all.” 
We need to see that our prayers are more 
than mere form. 


For Reading or Recitation 


Meet him in the morning, each recurring day ; 

Let his radiant sunshine flood your pilgrim way, 
Let him stand between you and the tempter’s wile; 
Méet him in the morning, talk with him awhile. 


Meet him at the noontide, when life’s cares distress; 
Let him bear the burden of your weariness. 

When perplexing problems press on every hand, 
Meet him at the noontide, he will understand. 


Meet him in the evening, as the shadows fall; 
Victories and failures, tell the Master all. 
Every joy and blessing to the Savior trace; 
Meet him in the evening at the throne of grace. 


Wonderful Redeemer, Counsellor, and Friend, 

Matchless in his mercy, loving to the end. 

With your joy or sorrow, meet him here today; 

Meet him there tomorrow, dwell with him alway. 
—Author Unknown. 


For Discussion 


How does the Christian Endeavor prayer meeting 
help teach us how to pray? 

How does the Quiet Hour help our prayer life? 

Tell of one unanswered prayer in the Bible. See 
Deut. 3:25-27; 2 Cor. 12:7-9. 

Why cannot the wicked man obtain answen to his 
prayers? 

What do you think of the statement, “Prayer is the 
greatest power in the world?” 

What value is there in spending some time with 
God in prayer at the beginning of each new day? 
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The Sunday Theater at the Bar 


(Continued from page nine) 
undisturbed worship, an institution that is 
a stranger to reverence and knows nothing 
sacred and sees no difference and cannot 
discriminate between virtue and vice, that 
institution cannot be regulated and has ab- 
solutely no “right” to the support and 
franchise of thinking and fair-minded 
people. 

4. Guilty—of scattering moral filth. It 
panders to vice. It laughs at it, treats it 
lightly, and condones it. It jests with the 
marriage relation and perverts the sex re- 
lation, and constantly flouts before the pub- 
lic gaze, the sex instinct, the instinct that 
has given the human family more trouble 
than any one thing, and yet you would be 
made to think that the sex instinct is the 
supreme thing, in the average moving pic- 
ture theater. The industry needs cleaning 
up, as a week-day enterprise, saying noth- 
ing of the Sabbath. The law requires that 
all garbage must be removed from the city 
limits. Common decency and the public wel- 
fare demand that moral filth be removed as 
well, and kept out of our midst. 

5. Guilty—of bidding for the more un- 
desirable elements of our citizenship. It 
places a premium on desecration and irrever- 
ence, low ideals, and viscious habits. Ur- 
bana does not care for business built up on 
Sunday desecration, at the price of the moral 
uplift of the people. No city can live on 
amusements and picture shows, as some 
would have us believe. If the theater people 
cannot make a living in six days, like other 
legitimate business, I submit that we make 
them objects of charity. I am willing to 
donate a generous check, in their support, 
if they really cannot make a living like other 
enterprises among us. I feel that we can 
afford to save the community from the moral 
contamination that the Sunday business en- 
tails. I spent eight years in a city: where 
they were permitted, and I know their un- 
wholesome influence. 

We cannot, we do not propose to, force 
anyone to go to church. All sensible people 
know that. But people who do want to go 
to church have the right to go peaceably and 
without having to be run over by the mob of 
Sunday theater goers. Who has the prime 
right anyway? The Sabbath has been here 
for centuries, and long after the Sunday 
theater is forgotten, it will continue under 
God, honored of him, and blessed of men. 

6. Guilty—of ever evading the real issue 
before the public. The issue is whether 
or not the open Sunday theater may effect 
church attendance. It will do that for the 
Sunday evening service. But that is not the 
issue. The issue is a moral one, almost 
purely so. And we will not allow the peo- 
ple to lose sight of that important fact. 

The issue is whether or not we may 
have the Sunday theater “because other 
places have them.” Just because my neigh- 
bor is willing to tolerate a cesspool of filth 
and disease on his premises is no reason why 
I should *permit it. Because the old bum 
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that hangs around my back door is willing 
to eat out of my garbage can is no reason 
I should pollute myself with filth and 
stench, doing the same. Just because Chi- 
cago has Sunday theaters is certainly no 
reasons why Urbana should have them, or 
even want them. The great good God knows 
they have a lot of other things that are the 
legitimate offspring of Sunday desecration, 
that we do not want at all. Chicago has no 
Sunday, and very little else that is attrac- 
tive and uplifting. “There are a lot of little 
cities trying to ape Chicago,” like monkeys 
trying to wear grown people’s clothes. 
That may be all right for monkeys, but it is 
mighty little business for cities like ours. 
Neither is the issue as to whether one 
group of people should have a “right” to 
Sunday theaters “if they want them.” You 
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THE ORDINARY PREACHER 
HE never had a title, though D. D.’s 


were not few; 

He never saw his name within the col- 

umns of “Who's Who.” 

They never asked him to prepare a 
sermon for the press, 

Nor was he often called upon to make 
a big address. 

He had very little money, but he had 
a lot of sense, 

And he knew a lot of people and he 
had their confidence. 


He was not a grandstand player and 
he didn’t advertise; 

He did not cultivate an air of seeming 
overwise. 

Sometimes his dress was tacky, and 
sometimes he labored hard 

At shocking wheat or milking cows or 
cleaning up the yard. 

He had many disadvantages, but then 
to make amends, 

It seems that he was able to secure a 
lot of friends. 


It takes all kinds of people, so we hear, 
a world to make; 

The rich, the poor, the high, the low, 
the genuine, the fake. 

Each has his little corner in the uni- 
verse to fill, 

And the preacher of our story did his 
duty with a will. 

In a patronizing manner you may say: 
“Poor simple soul!" 

But we know he'll answer “Present” 
when his Master calls the roll. 

—wW. F. Graham, in United 
Presbyterian. 
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have no right to ask for anything that even 
a large minority consider harmful and pro- 
test against, especially when these consti- 
tute the moral and spiritual bulwark and 
backbone of the community, and have made 
it what it is today. You are not permitted 
a lot of other things, just because you want 
them. Some folks want to drive recklessly 
through our streets, and jeopardize the lives 
of the traveling public, but the community 
says, No. A traffic cop is at every turn of 
the road to remind you that you cannot do 
as you would like to do. As long as you 
live in a community of folks, and you are 
not the only person in the group, just that 
long society will have to safeguard itself 


AuGusT 27, 1925 


against the encroachments of those who do 
not have the public welfare at heart enough 
to consider the rights of others. For that 
reason, the community says, No, when cer- 
tain interests would capitalize and commer- 
cialize and degrade those institutions th: 
have helped to save civilization from going 
to the rocks. You cannot do as you please 
with what you call your own in a civilized 
community. They did that in the days of 
barbarism, but when civilization pushea 
barbarism into the frontiers, the animal in- 
stincts of the individual had to be restrained 
for the common good of all. Before God and 
high heaven I will never consent to the pro- 
gram of the Sunday theater and the ‘con- 
tinental Sabbath because it violates the 
above-named principle. 


Urbana, Illinois. 


What Is Truth? 


(Continued from page nine) 
to that temple we read, “Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart; and lean not to thine 
own understanding.” And the Master Rabbi 
has inscribed over the temple door, “Except 
ye turn and become as little children, ye 
shall in no wise enter in.” 

When the Pharisees asked the Lord, “Are 
we also blind?,” he answered in his won- 
drous wisdom: “If ye were blind, ye should 
have no sin; but now ye say, We see; there- 
fore your sin remaineth.” ‘We see,” that 
is the voice of many in this hour. The hour 
of agnosticism has been and gone; it is the 
hour of Gnosticism now. The wisdom of 
this world sits enthroned, she reigns o’er all 
and bows to none. And as the Spirit of 
truth breeds over our world calling to child- 
like trust and faith, we seem to hear a 
troubled yet determined voice saying, “There 
is no hope; no, for I have loved strangers 
and after them will I go.” But the thought 
of “where” causes one to cry with Jeremiah, 
“Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of my people!” 


Fourth. This question asked in the right 
spirit is always rewarded with the truth. 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you: for every one that asketh re- 
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” 
Whenever we, in humility and wholehearted- 
ly, seek the truth, the outer gates swing 
open, the temple doors unfold, and the kind- 
ly Spirit who dwells within those stately 
walls and under whose hand are all the 
precious gold and sparkling gems of truth, 
displays his treasured store; and taking us 
by the hand, gently leads us on, as we may 
be able, into all the truth, taking the things 
of God and showing them unto us. Then 
does it become true of us, as the beloved 
John has written, that “The anointing which 
ye have received of him abideth in you, and 
ye need not that any man teach you: but as 
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the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” It 
is written, “No man speaking by the Spirit 
of God calleth Jesus accursed; and that no 
man can say that Jesus is the Lord but by 
the Holy Ghost.” In like manner may it 
be truly said that no man speaking by the 
spirit of God will deny that the Bible is the 
word of God, and yet no man can say that 
the Bible is the word of God but by the 
Holy Spirit. We may from outer evidence 
believe it so to be, but only the Spirit can 
make us to know it so to be. “He must come 
and give us an understanding that is true, 
that we may know him that is true.” “God, 
who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 


God in the face of Jesus Christ.” And if in 
sincerity we seek the truth we will rejoice 
to hear the Lord say, “To this man will I 
look, even to him that is humble and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.” 
And again, “If any man willeth to do his 
will, he shall know of the teaching, whether 
it is of God.” 


We would say to you on the authority of 
the Scriptures, and in the assurance given 
by the accumulated testimony of God’s 
people through all the world’s history, “Be- 
lieve, and’thou shalt know.” Come to God’s 
Word with childlike faith and not an in- 
terrogation point, and he will verify that 
Word to you, till, like the Master, you too 
shall say, “Thy word is truth.” 


Binghamton, N. Y. 


Hannah’s Talent 
A Story 


BY HILDA RICHMOND 


could recite, and Josephine could 
play, and Ruth was the star basket- 
ball player in the eighth grade, and Marcia 
could sew in a way that won her prizes at 
the school contests, and Julia was the best 
pupil in the Longfellow Building in point of 
scholarship, but Hannah alone of the little 
club had no talent. That is, Hannah felt 
sure she was the only one of the gay little 
group that could do nothing well. Of course, 
the other girls never hinted such a thing, 
but Hannah felt it as one and another was 
praised and asked to help with various un- 
dertakings and she was always left out. 
“You have the home-making talent, 
dearie,” said Hannah’s mother when she 
heard the doleful story of the club member 
who had no talent. “I don’t know how I 
should ever get through the sewing and the 
cooking and the care of the little ones and 


MA cout rect could sing, and Esther 


_ the problem of making home a happy place 


without my big girl.” 

“Yes, but mother, I’d like to be able to 
do something to make people praise me,” 
said Hannah, trying to keep back the tears. 
“Josephine was called back three times at 
the recital this afternoon, and Esther had 
such a clever little piece that made every- 
body laugh—well, I can’t help being a little 
bit envious.” 

“Maybe we can manage to give you some 
music lessons again soon,” said Mrs. Rich- 
ards. “It is too bad the lessons are so 
broken into, but times have been hard, and 
it isn’t. easy to provide for a large family.” 

“It wouldn’t do any good if I could take 
lessons,” said Hannah, dolefully. . “Miss 
Lake said I never would make anything but 
an ordinary player, no matter how many 
lessons I took.” 

“Your playing is very sweet to us,” said 
Mrs. Richards.. “When the children are 
fretful and tired, your playing soothes them 
and makes them happy. I feel sorry that 


you are so handicapped with the care of the 
babies, but you will have more leisure when 
they grow older.” 

Of course, Hannah soon forgot her 
troubles, especially for that afternoon, for 
there were stockings to darn, the baby to 
take for his outing, the stories to tell the 
older children and the new salad to make 
for supper. She was not given to gloomy 
feelings; but occasionally, when everybody 
was telling how remarkable her friends 
were, she could not help feeling that she did 
not amount to anything at all. 

“Hannah! Hannah!” It was in the dusk 
of the sweet, warm autumn evening that the 
girls of the Jolly Junior Club were heard 
calling their busy member to join them. 
“Hannah! We’re going down to Mrs. 
Miller’s for grapes! Get a basket and come 
along!” 

Mrs. Miller was an elderly lady at the 
edge of the town who had a large orchard 
and vineyard to which all the people went 
to buy their fruit in season. It was a de- 
lightful walk, and the fruit was so inex- 
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THE STAFF OF LIFE 


HE world may eat its daily bread, 
For brawn of arm and brain of 
head; 

And man may have the golden wheat 
That makes the simplest meal a treat. 
But for my sustenance each day, 
I beg this simple boon—to pray! 
To pray to Him for strength in life, 
And courage in the battle’s strife; 
To pray, and by my praying stay 
The heresies of mortal clay! 
To pray, until in thought I wing 
My flight to heights where angels sing! 
To pray, to be in tune with him 
Who knows each weary ache of limb 
And heart, and comforts child of man 
More than a godly mother can! 
This would I have and daily dine 
With Christ, the Staff of Life, the Vine! 


—George C. Dobbins, in The Baptist. 


























pensive that every day a procession of auto- 
mobiles and people on foot made the short 
journey, coming back laden with apples and 
pears and grapes and peaches from the fine 
homestead. 

In a jiffy Hannah, with a basket swing- 
ing on her arm, joined the happy girls. 
Talents were forgotten, and together they 
hurried along singing, laughing, and talking 
at a great rate. 

All at once out of a forlorn little house a 
group of frightened, shrieking children 
rushed out into the yard and begged the 
girls to help them. “The baby’s choking 
to death! The baby’s choking to death!” 
they cried. 

Most of the girls stood as if paralyzed, 
but Hannah nimbly jumped over the shaky 
gate, wired to keep the children in, and 
made for the house at a great rate. Mary- 
belle fumbled with the wire fastening. 
Josephine cried and wrung her hands, Ruth 
started aimlessly for help somewhere, she 
did not know where, and the others stood 
still, pale and frightened. 

Taking the choking child, now purple in 
the face, Hannah promptly held him upside 
down and gave him a vigorous shaking. 
Just as Marybelle and Josephine reached the 
house the penny that had lodged in the 
child’s throat flew across the room, and the 
danger was over. In the midst of the 
screaming of the children the wailing of the 
mother, who was ill in bed, and the fright- 
ened exclamations of the girls, Hannah stood 
calm and quiet, ministering to the fright- 
ened baby with experienced hands. When 
the doctor arrived, he said there was noth- 
ing for him to do, and that the cool-headed 
girl had saved the baby’s life. 

“What a wonderful thing to do!” said 
every one, when the story was printed in 
the paper. “The idea of a thirteen-year-old 
girl being able to do the right thing at the 
right time! Surely, with a talent like that, 
she will be a trained nurse or perhaps a 
doctor!” 

But Hannah flushed when the subject was 
mentioned, and said it was really nothing at 
all to do. “All children choke and have to 
have things taken from them,” she said 
modestly. All I did was what anyone could 
do.” 7 

But the townspeople thought otherwise, 
and one day Hannah had a tiny gold medal 
pinned to her dress by a distinguished citi- 
zen who publicly told the story once more 
and praised the quick-witted girl who had 
saved a precious little life. “Nobody knows 
what that baby will grow up to be,” he said 
in closing. “Nobody knows what is wrapped 
up in the tiny life until that life begins to 
unfold, and I think we will all agree that in 
Miss Hannah’s life possibilities for good 
and for service are unfolding early and 
giving promise of a long, useful, satisfactory 
and successful career that even death itself 
cannot close. We are proud of her and her 
work, and hope that she may go on develop- 
ing the talent God has given her as long 
as he gives her life and strength, for help- 
ing to restore life is as truly a talent as 








848 (16) 
music or writing or any other gift of the 
great Creator.” 

And, looking down at the gleaming star, 
Hannah ceased to regard herself as the only 
member of the Jolly Juniors who lacked the 
ability to bless and help mankind.—Girlhood 
Days. 


Wait a Minute 


‘HE injured girl turned eyes dark with 
the fever of rebellion upon her friend 
who had come to console. 

“T can not see why,” she said hopelessly. 
“JT was so willing to work; I had my job; 
everything was going well, and you must ad- 
mit that it was work for human betterment. 
Then this check—this accident. And I must 
lie here for weeks, perhaps months. It al- 
most makes me think there isn’t any over- 
seeing Providence. Can you see any possible 
justice in it, any reason for it?” 

“J don’t know,” began the visitor. 

“Do you mean you can?” challenged the 
invalid. 

“Of course, I don’t mean that I can un- 
derstand these mysterious things. But I can 
see a possible reason. No doubt there are 
other possibilities. Will you let me tell you 
a little story first? 

“This morning I called my little Ted to 
do a very urgent errand for me. I had to 
tear him away from the preparation for a 
show in the back yard. The other boys were 
shouting for him to hurry back. 

“<Ted,’ I said, ‘I want you—’ 

“‘Oh, mother,’ he interrupted, ‘you ought 
to see how Jimmy can walk the tight rope. 
And Bud’s dog can do tricks.’ 

“<‘But, Ted, I want—’ 

“‘And Frank has his granddad’s bugle, 
and we can charge a penny for admission, 
and we need one more sheet for a tent—’ 

“Then I took Ted by the arm, and led 
him to a chair. ‘Sit there without speaking 
till mother tells you,’ I said sternly. 

“What an astonished and grieved face he 
turned on me! He hadn’t done anything 
wrong. He had been so busy and happy, 
and, of course, mother should have been in- 
terested in the show. I almost relented. 
But I knew Ted needed a lesson in heeding. 
So I let him sit for five long minutes. 

“Then I said: ‘Teddy, grandma has tele- 
phoned that Uncle George brought in a lot 
of maple sugar. You may take a basket 
and run down there, and she will give you 
some. I want to make a maple cake, and 
then you shall have some sugar for your 
show.’ 

“Ted flew off the chair to give me a hug. 

“ ‘My, but I’m glad you made me sit still 
and listen,’ he called back, as he ran on 
his errand. 

“Tt’s a homely little story. But you know 
one of our poets saw that the things of 
earth are ‘patterns of the things of heaven.’ 
Our dealings with the children often help 
us to see our Father’s dealings with us. 
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The Hon. Gifford Pinchot, Governor of Pennsylvania, says: 


I am glad to add my endorsement to the value of religious literature in the 
home and Church. The influence of the Church should not be confined to Sun- 
day, but should make itself felt throughout the whole week. Church publications 
of the right kind are a most valuable help toward this end. 








Don’t you think that sometimes God may 
want you to sit still a while and listen? We 
are so busy with our own plan, and our 
own work; so sure that our way is the one 
right way; so eager to tell about it, that 
we do not listen to the Voice over us. 

“We can not know for another person. 
Our accidents and illnesses are usually 
brought on by carelessness. But after they 
happen, and we must lie still, I think we 
might improve the time by making it a 
period to ‘sit still and listen.’ We may find 
that God has something to say to us.”— 
Selected. 


The Would-be Missionary 


A Modern Parable 


NCE there was a man who bemoaned the 

lost estate of the heathen and who longed 
to go to the foreign field as a missionary. 
The Lord examined his heart and asked, 
“Have you any special choice as to the 
country you would like to evangelize?” 

The man replied humbly, “No, I'll go 
where you want me to go, dear Lord.” 

Now, the Lord never sends (though men 
may go), unless his representatives are filled 
with his Spirit, so that they may stand in 
his stead before the heathen. 

Hoping to pour his Spirit into this willing 
vessel, the Lord decided to test the man 
first, to see what manner of missionary he 
would make, so he led the man into a church 
where one of his servants preached. Sud- 
denly the humility left the man and he 
cried: “That preacher isn’t orthodox; he 
doesn’t believe as I do; he doesn’t preach a 
full gospel; he ought to be turned out of so 
prominent a pulpit; he is perverting the 
youth!” 

The Lord tried to speak to the man and 
to say, “Let the grain and what you think 
are weeds, grow together until the harvest. 
Here is your opportunity to show my Spirit 
toward a brother laborer. You stand in my 
stead. You must act as I would act.” 

But the man was so busily engaged talk- 
ing and working against the preacher that 
he didn’t hear God’s voice. 

The preacher had a host of friends who 
thought him orthodox. They really didn’t 
know what “orthodox” meant. They only 
knew that their pastor was a kindly man 
who was teaching them how to love God 
and to follow Christ and to live in peace and 
charity with their fellow-men. But the man 


who wanted to be a missionary went about 
sowing the seed of discontent, explaining 
what it meant to be “orthodox,” and showing 
how the preacher failed in orthodoxy, accord- 
ing to his standard. 

God tried to divert the man by saying, 
“The fields are white unto harvest: come 
and learn of me and I will prepare you to 
become a reaper.” 

But the man was writing tracts, and he 
distributed them broadcast until the church 
was unsettled and divided. 

God said, “This»man wants to be a mis- 
sionary, but if he cannot love and help his 
brother at home, how can he love and help 
his brother abroad? But because I love him, 
I will give him yet another chance. I will 
not let him go with such a spirit to a foreign 
land and say that I, the God of love, have 
sent him. He may not enter into his desired 
haven, but I will cause him to see it from 
afar. I will send the foreigner to him at 
home.” 


So God sent a Chinaman to open a laundry 
on one side of the man’s house and a Hebrew 
to open a small dry-goods store on the other 
side of the man’s house. He told a Greek 
to start a candy shop across the road and 
an Italian to open a fruit and vegetable 
market next door to the Greek. Then, when 
the ground was all prepared for missionary 
work, God said, “Now we will see what the 
man will do with his small opportunity. He 
that is faithful in that which is least will be 
faithful also in more.” 


So God waited to see what the man would 
do, and listened to hear what the man would 
say, and behold, the man said: “This is aw- 
ful! I can’t live here any longer. The 
neighborhood is running down. It isn’t a 
residential section any more!” 


So the man moved to the other side of the 
town where his fervor and zeal found vent 
in removing another unorthodox brother 
from a devoted flock. 


Finally the Lord ceased to strive with 
this man and closed the door of the foreign 
field against him forever, and the man grew 
old and querulous and died, saying he never 
could understand why a man as anxious as 
he was to serve the Lord should never be 
allowed to go where the heathen were, when 
the need was so great. 


He knew not the day of his visitation and 
wist not when the Spirit of the Lord had 
departed from him.—Mary Foot Lord, in 
The Western Christian Advocate. 
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The Children 


Their Telephone 


Two spiders stretched a telephone 
From a pear to an apple tree, 
Then sat them down at either end 

To see what they could see. 


“Hello!” said spider Number One 
To spider Number Two. 

“A fly is coming down your way; 
Now see what you can do.” 


“Speak louder,” answered Number One. 
“I can’t hear what you say.” 

“Too late,” replied his crafty friend; 
“The fly has gone away.” 


“Hello! Hello! Dear me,” he said, 
“I wonder what’s the matter!” 

Then turned his eye around to see 
What made the dreadful clatter. 


A bird in flying through the air 
Without the least intention 

Had brushed its wing against the wire 
And broken the connection. 


—H. E. Branch, in the Weekly Scotsman. 


Lion’s Cute Way 


ION is a big black dog whose master 
sends him to the post office for letters. 
When the clerk sees the shaggy head at the 
window, he puts the mail in Lion’s mouth, 
and away he trots, never losing a bit of it. 
One day, when coming home from the 
office, he saw a piece of cake on the side- 
walk. Now Lion is very fond of cake and 
he was hungry; but if he put the letters 
down, some one might run off with them, 
for it was on a busy street. The shaggy 
head was still for a minute, as if thinking; 
when, dropping the letters carefully on the 
sidewalk, he placed one big, black paw on 
them, and then ate the cake as if he en- 
joyed it.—Light of Way. 


The Things Moppet Did 


OPPET and Mary had been playing hide- 

and-go-seek all the morning. They had 
hid in the house, in the barn, in the shed, 
and in the playhouse, and had had a beau- 
tiful time. 

It was Mary’s time to “seek,” and Mop- 
pet meant to find a new, new place to hide, 
as she went scampering around the house 
past the juniper tree. 

It was at that minute that her eyes were 
dazzled by a sudden glitter down the lane. 
It was the gleam of the bright new pails 
on the tinman’s cart. The tired old horse 
stood at the gate with drooping head. The 
cart was heaped high with bundles of rags 
that the tinman had got from the farmers’ 
wives in exchange for his shining pans and 
kettles. 


The door at the back of the cart stood 
invitingly open, and there was not a soul 
watching, for the tinman was at the back 
door haggling with Aunty Lou over the ex- 
change of a suit of Ben’s for a stew-pan 
with a long handle. Moppet saw all with 
her round, bright eyes. Mary would never 


think of looking for her in the tinman’s 
cart—never in the wide world! 

Back of the lilac bushes, through the 
fence, she scuddled to the lane. The old 
horse stood as if asleep. Moppet rose on 
tiptoe and peeped through the-open doors 
of the cart. It was lined with shining 
things, but there was plenty of room inside 
for little Moppet. 

She wiggled and jiggled, she pushed and 
she pulled, lying flat on her little stomach, 
until there she was, breathless but happy, 
safe in the tinman’s cart. 

Once inside she cuddled down on a blan- 
ket she found there and peeped out. 

There was Aunty Lou and the tinman at 
the back door. There was Ben at the barn, 
and grandma sitting on the veranda read- 
ing her paper, and, oh, me! there came 
Mary Smith pell-mell around the corner of 
the house past the juniper tree! Suppose 
she, too, saw the glittering pails and the 
open cart! Quick as a flash Moppet 
reached out and pulled to the swinging 
doors. They came together with a muffled 
bang and a sudden snap! 


Moppet lay just as still as a little mouse, 
giggling to herself. 

“Moppet, Moppet,”’ she could hear Mary 
faintly calling. “Too far away is no fair— 
no—fair!” 

Near, nearer came Mary’s voice. Mop- 
pet held her breath. 

“Moppet, Moppet!” nearer still—then 
just outside the cart—then farther, farther, 
and fainter—fainter, ‘““Moppet, Moppet!” 


And still Moppet giggled away in the 
darkness, 

Then something fell with a soft thud on 
the top of the cart! 

“Get up!” cried the tinman, cracking his 
whip. “Get up, old lazy-bones!” and away 
swung the sleepy old horse, and the tin- 
man’s cart—and there in its dusky depths 
crouched Moppet with the giggle frozén in 
her throat. 

“Mr. Tinman, Mr. Tinman!” she wailed, 
when she could catch her breath. 

But over the clatter of the jolting tin- 
ware rang the jolly tinman’s voice. Clitter- 
clatter, clitter-clatter, rang the jingling tin- 
ware, and all poor little Moppet could do 
was to bang and call, and bang and call— 
but nobody heard. 

“Whoa!” called the tinman, after it had 
seemed hours and hours to Moppet. 
“Whoa!” and the tincart slowed up and 
stopped. 

“Mr. Tinman, Mr. Tinman!” wailed Mop- 
pet, shaking the locked doors. “Mr. Tin- 
man, Mr. Tinman!” 

There was no answer. 

One minute, two minutes, three minutes, 
and still the minutes dragged. 

Then suddenly there was the sound of 
some one approaching. The doors of the 
cart flew open—into its dusky darkness 
flashed the dazzling sunshine, in rushed the 
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sweet fresh air, and a familiar voice said, 
“I want a quart cup and a stew—” 
“Granny Murry, Granny Murry!” shriek- 
ed Moppet. <A rush, a scurry, and if it 
hadn’t been for the tinman somebody would 
have had a bad fall, for there was sobbing 
Moppet clinging to startled Granny’s neck. 


“My child, you scared me half out of my 
wits!” gasped Granny, when the tinman had 
helped her sit down on the grassy bank 
with Moppet still in her arms. “I won’t 
get over that in a year.” 


“T’ll never, never, never get over it in all 
my born days!” sobbed Moppet. 


But when she had had a bowl of bread 
and milk, and three seed-cookies, and a pink 
peppermint candy out of Granny’s little 
silver box, she did get over it—Agnes Mc- 
Clelland Daulton, in The Herald and Pres- 
byter. 


The Great Elm 


OF all the trees that Billy knew the very 

tallest was the great elm in the meadow 
lot near the river. He heard that the spire 
of the new church at the village was more 
than a hundred feet tall, and he felt sure 
that his tree was taller than that. 


One day Billy and his cousin Robert were 
playing in the meadow. They sat down to 
rest for a minute in the shade of the great 
elm. 

“I wish that I could find out how tall this 
tree really is,” said Billy. 

“Why, that is easy enough,” said Robert. 

They ran into the barn, where Robert 
picked out a small pole from a pile of 
lumber. With a foot rule which Billy had 
brought from the house they found that 
the pole measured almost exactly ten feet 
in length. Taking both the pole and the 
foot rule, they hurried back to the meadow. 
“Now you sit down and watch me,” said 
Robert. 

He stuck the pole in the ground not far 
from the elm, but outside the place where 
its great shadow fell. Then he carefully 
measured the shadow that was cast by the 
pole and with equal care measured the dis- 
tance from the base of the tree to the end 
of the shadow cast by its topmost branches. 

“Your elm is one hundred and twenty- 
eight feet tall,” he said. 

“How did you do it?” cried Billy. 

“There could be nothing easier,” said his 
cousin. “The pole is ten feet tall, and J 
found that its shadow is just five feet in 
length.. Now, that means that it takes two 
feet of pole, with the sun where it is now, 
to cast a foot of shadow. Of course it is 
the same with the tree. I found that the 
length of the tree’s shadow is sixty-four 
feet. This means that the tree itself is 
twice sixty-four feet, or one hundred ana 
twenty-eight feet high. Do you see? That 
is the way our teacher had us find out the 
height of our flagpole.” 

Billy was quick enough to understand, 
and before another day passed he had 
measured the height of a score of trees in 
the meadow.—The Lutheran. 
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Communications 


Both Timely and Timeless 


It is not often in the midst of the daily 
grind of routine work during the heated 
summer season that an editor is able to seize 
upon a passing event filling pages in .the 
newspapers and discussed in streets, homes, 
churches, and barber shops, and produce a 
series of editorials which are at the same 
time both timely and timeless. You have ac- 
complished this almost impossible thing in 
your series on the underlying principles in- 
volved in the situation so graphically and 
spectacularly brought to the public’s atten- 
tion in the Scopes trial. 

It would be nothing short of a misfortune 
if these editorials would not be gathered to- 
gether and published in some permanent 
form. The vigorous thinking, the broad 
sanity, the profound understanding, and the 
passionate devotion to Jesus Christ, all mark 
these editorials as worthy of something more 
permanent than the pages of a _ weekly 
journal. They are needed. They are help- 
ing many of us to think constructively on 
the deep principles involved, instead of do- 
ing as far too many people have already 
done—become hopelessly entangled in a 
morass of argumentation on irrelevant side 
issues. 

IRVIN E. DEER, 
Executive Secretary of the Dayton Council 
of Churches. 


Right to the Point 


It is great to be a reader of The Herald 
these days. The editorials, beginning with 
the one under the caption, “The Church and 
Evolution,” are right to the point. A care- 
ful reading of such articles will surely help 
anyone, I feel, out of the theological maze 
through which we are now passing. Evi- 
dently, your position in these articles is both 
safe and sound. 

You hit the mark precisely in the article 
for August 6 when you refer to the host 
within the Church “who have implicit faith 
that the sun really did stand still for Joshua, 
but they have no confidence whatever that 
the teachings of Jesus Christ are practical 
and applicable to present day living.” In- 
deed what a blessing it would be if this 
superlative truth could somehow, just now, 
be burned into the minds and consciences of 
all. If such could happen, surely an un- 
paralleled uplift would come immediately to 
the cause of Christianity. It is a sad spec- 
tacle we see today, when good people lose the 
sweet spirit of the Master fighting each 
other over the “letter” of the Word. Such 
scenes are enough to make angels weep. 

R. J. EL.is. 

Newton, Illinois. 


Defending the Editor 


In The Herald of July 23 on the com- 
munication page a brother requests of the 
editor that his name be taken off the sub- 
scription list of the long-loved and cherished 
paper until he was convinced that the editor 
is not in accord with the teachings of Dr. 
Fosdick. I looked up the back number of 
The Herald which has the editorial to which 
I suppose the brother refers, and I read it 
over again; and it seems to me that if our 
complaining brother had studied this edi- 
torial carefully and prayerfully that he 
would not have made the request that he did 
of the editor of The Herald. For the editor 
plainly says in that editorial, “The Herald 
is not making any argument pro or con; it 
is only stating the actual facts of the present 
situation in the church, etc.” It seems to 
me that these are positive facts which I 


think none would hardly presume to deny. 
It would seem that the brother who made 
the request to have his beloved paper stopped 
must have done it hastily, without due con- 
sideration. We are all likely to do things 
in our haste that we would not do after a 
calm consideration. 

It seems that there have been good-mean- 
ing people all down through the ages who 
have been almost constantly fretting and 
worrying, trying to patch up the broken 
walls and hooks and horns to keep out 
heresy; but the grand leaders of civilization 
of every name and order are marching on- 
ward and upward, drinking more fully and 
freely from the inexhaustible fountains of 
God’s boundless love. And they will still 
continue to march in steady grandeur until 
they have taken into their fellowship and 
worship those out of every kindred and 
tongue and people. 

H. REAMES. 

Glenwood, Michigan. 


The Word “Baptize” 


One of the scholarly writers in The 
Herald recently used the non-linguistic 
phrase “baptized by immersion.” Here is a 
tautological contradiction. If immersion 
properly be taken as synonymous or descrip- 
tive of baptism and the meaning of the 
latter be doubtful except as made plain by 
some adjective or descriptive word the com- 
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THE RECKONING 
SAY unto him with grief bowed down 


Almost beyond what man can bear, 
That joy doth vanish quite away 
And so doth care. 


Say unto him that hath great wealth: 
Regard thy brother, laboring sore. 
What doth he gain but bed and board? 

What need’st thou more? 


Say unto him that takes no part 
In common weal or public woe, 

That lonely will he stand at last, 
Where all must go. 


But he who for his kind hath love, 
A giving hand, a kindly eye— 

In the great Reckoning by the Book, 
God will not pass him by. 


—Phyllis Campbell, in the N. Y. Times. 
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bination is pardonable. But baptize never 
means immerse. Immerse in Latin, means 
to plunge into, and would symbolize a burial 
without hope of resurrection. Literally it 
refers to a stone cast into a river with no 
power or buoyancy to lift itself again to 
the surface. On the contrary baptize is of 
Greek origin. In its original use it is 
applied to a boy’s reed cast into water that 
it may shoot up again. It is applied to a 
wooden ship that dips, but can not fully 
sink. It is applied to wool in the dyer’s 
hand, often dipped into the dye-vat until of 
the proper and uniform color, which can not 
be secured by sprinkling or pouring the dye 
over the wool. It is applied to clothes being 
rinsed by the laundry woman. 

In all these uses by Greek writers there 
is apparent the dual idea of in and out, down 
and up. 

So in its symbolical use “buried with 
Christ” in baptism is only applicable to the 
person who has died to self-centered 
motives, who, crucified with Christ, goes 
with him to a temporary grave, with in- 
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telligent faith in a resurrection, to be again 
with him in newness of life and ultimate 
glory. 

With this Bible word-study attained, the 
careful and conscientious student need never 
err, by tautological speech or by attributing 
false meanings to immerse, baptize, pour, 
or sprinkle. These are four words of dis- 
tinct and separate meanings; and are never 
used as synonymous terms in the Scriptures 
or in classical writings. 

If “sprinkling” be properly derived from 
the “purification” blood ordinance of the 
Old Testament, and Jesus was so purified 
and he so taught, then there is no authority 
whatsoever for any form not in harmony 
with that idea; but if Paul taught that bap- 
tism symbolized the burial and resurrection 
of Jesus and the Christian’s confession of 
faith in the crucified and risen Christ, then 
sprinkle and pour and immerse alike are 
entirely unfit for use in connection with 
baptism. That is a sacred word and can 
not refer to doubtful issues or have uncer- 
tain meanings. 

There can be no question but that Jesus 
knew and used the right word and symbol; 
and if we can learn what Jesus observed and 
taught and why he was baptized, we need 
have no doubt in regard to the method and 
purpose of our own baptism. 

Jesus manifestly was not baptized in 
divers manners or for his own purification 
or for the remission of his own sins, or for 
induction into his own Kingdom, or for ad- 
mission into his own visible Church. Jesus 
sanctioned baptism intelligently and so may 
we observe it intelligently. 

It is possible to know its import, and to 
receive a fitting blessing from its observance. 
Its best blessing comes only to that one 
consciously in harmony with the action and 
spirit of Jesus, our example and pattern. 

E. A. DEVORE. 


The Evolution Editorials 


Your editorial this week on “Preach the 
Word” touches the heart and soul of the 
whole matter. I could wish it the largest 
possible reading throughout all the de- 
nominations, especially those squabbling over 
little minor details and trivial matters, and 
a world literally committing moral and 
spiritual suicide. All the editorials on the 
subject have been especially fine and timely. 
They will do a lot of good. 

E. A. WATKINS. 


II 
I have been deeply interested in your 
series of editorials dealing with the divided 
thought of churchmen with reference to 
evolution and kindred subjects. I do not 
see how clearer or more logical statements 
could be made. I congratulate you upgn 

each one of the series. 

A. G. CARIs. 


III 

Your editorials on the evolution question 
and the live issues of the day are simply 
fine. They ought to be printed in pamphlet 
form for free distribution. The question of 
evolution never did disturb me nor concern 
me until it was brought to the forefront by 
recent events. Jesus Christ, Christianity, 
and the Bible are permanent facts and a 
part of our civilization, and neither evolu- 
tion nor anti-evolution can make or unmake 
these fundamental facts. I can see truth in 
all creeds from “Holy-Rollerism” up _ to 
Unitarianism and Christian Science. All of 
these cults do some good—perhaps some 
harm. Your position is sound to the core; 
but I wish you would refrain from the use 
of the unbiblical word “denomination” as 
applied to our non-sectarian movement. 


Keensburg, Illinois. A. H. BENNETT. 
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From the Field 


ILLINOIS 

Keensburg, August 19—I am now in a 
splendid revival at Rochester near Keens- 
burg. This is a small church, but the mem- 
bers are spiritual and wide awake. I am 
crowded with calls just now, but I am ready 
in the near future to answer calls for revivals 
and special occasions. I am free to go 
wherever the Lord leads me. I am healthy 
and happy and have a strong voice for sing- 
ing and speaking.—A. H. Bennett. 


Louisville, August 20—We had a very 
profitable meeting with the Pleasant View 
Church from August 2 to 16. No accessions 
but a good feeling in the church. — The 
Bethlehem Sunday-school Class, No. 2, made 
a visit Sunday, the ninth, which was very 
much appreciated. The Pleasant View people 
expect to return the visit when they dedicate 
their new building, perhaps next month. — 
The Illinois Conference convenes next Tues- 
day, August 25. We hope for a good session. 
—John Baughman. 


LONG ISLAND 

Jamaica, August 14—The Springfield Dock 
Christian Church held a very enjoyable and 
successful fellowship supper on Thursday 
evening, August 13. A short prayer was 
offered by H. J. Myers, superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, asking the Lord’s blessing 
upon the supper. Our pastor, C. S. Worner, 
conducted the singing of hymns assisted by 
_ Dorothy Worner who played the organ. Sev- 
eral members of the Senior and Intermediate 
Christian Endeavor served at the tables. It 
was estimated one hundred .and forty-two 
folks attended. The church community house 
was decorated with beautiful flowers donated 
by friends of the community. The proceeds 
of this supper will be credited to the church 
current expense account. The supper was so 
successful that the folks requested we hold 
another in September. — Henry Jager and 
Mildred Hurst of the Junior C. E. were 
awarded with two very attractive gold C. E. 
pins by Mrs. C. S. Worner, Junior superin- 
tendent, for faithful attendance at the C. E. 
meetings during the past six months.— 
Correspondent. 

' MARYLAND 


Havre de Grace, August 18—The Webster 
Community Christian Church is planning to 
celebrate their first anniversary on Sunday, 
August 23. We anticipate a large audience 
and a pleasant day. We feel very thankful 
for the work we have accomplished and the 
help we have received this past year. We 
hope and pray this coming year may be as 
successful and we ask the prayers of all the 
Christian Church for this special church. — 
Our pastor, Rev. Milton W. Sutcliffe, is giving 
us better sermons all the time. We had two 
to unite with our church at the evening serv- 
ice, making four to come to the Cross this 
month. — Our Aid Society met last week and 
adopted a set of laws and regulations, and 
hereafter we will hold our meetings the first 
Thursday evening of each month. — Our 
Sunday-school, with some visitors making a 
total of 130 persons, held a picnic the last 
day of July at a lovely shore on the North 
East River. — Our choir took an outing on 
August 12, by motoring to Atlantic City, 
N. J., for the day.—Harriett E. Cooley. 


MICHIGAN 

Maple Rapids, August 18—We are planning 
a home-coming at the Maple Rapids Christian 
Church and we wish to invite through The 
Herald all of the ex-pastors and members and 
friends to come back to Maple Rapids and 
spend the day with us. 

These good people here have done much to- 


ward reestablishing the church. The church 
and property had been neglected. They have 
this year wired and refinished the parsonage 
on the inside, remodeled the furnace arrange- 
ment, built the pastor a new double garage. 
Now we are in the midst of repainting and 
repapering the interior of the church includ- 
ing wood work, floors, and seats together with 
a new approach or new steps to the church. 
They have done all of this in one year, and 
the best part of it is that it is practically 
all payed for. 

The church work is progresing slowly at 
this time of the year, but future prospects 
look good.—L. E. Dull, Pastor. 


MISSOURI 

Pleasant Grove, August 17—The people of 
our community believe in the prayer meeting. 
The attendance is larger than at Sunday- 
school usually. — Pleasant Valley is praying 
they might receive Brother Mathes back as 
their pastor for the coming year. He has 
been there the past three years and has 
brought them some good messages from the 
Book of Life. They will not know who will 
be their pastor until conference meets in Sep- 
tember. Rev. Mr. Creech was called to supply 
another pulpit and Brother Winters took his 
(7 >) 


THE THINGS WE CAN’T AFFORD 
WE can’t afford to win the prize 
T 


hat means another’s loss; 
We can't afford to miss the crown 
By stumbling at the cross. 








We can’t afford the heedless jest 
That robs us of a friend; 
We can't afford the laugh that finds 


In bitter tears an end. 


We can’t afford the feast today 
That means tomorrow's fast; 

We can't afford the feud that comes 
To tragedy at last. 


We can’t afford for hate to give 
Like hatred in return; 

We can’t afford to feed a flame 
And make it fiercer burn. 


We can't afford to lose the soul 
For this world’s fleeting breath; 
We can't afford to barter life 
In mad exchange for death. 


But blind to good are we, apart 
From thee, all-seeing Lord, 
O, grant us light, that we may know 
The things we can’t afford. 
—William Allen. 
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place. — Palmer College has a good prospect 
for a good school this year. The summer term 
was out the latter part of July and this 
month most of the teachers are taking their 
vacation, visiting relatives and home folks. — 
Our union services here in Albany are a great 
success. All of the churches go together Sun- 
day evening during this month and hold their 
services at the band-stand in the courthouse 
yard. The ministers from the two Christian 
churches, Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
take turn about each Sunday evening, bring- 
ing the gospel message to the people.—M. J. 
Doan, Pastor. 
OHIO 

Bradford, August 18—Last Sunday, August 
16, we received seven new members into 
Christian fellowship at Phillipsburg. They 
represent the best class of citizenship. I took 
this work three years ago when financially 
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and numerically it was very discouraging to 
them. I was willing, with their best efforts, 
to trust Providence. We have never asked 
the Mission Board or conference for help. 
On the other hand, a steady stream of offer- 
ings has gone out from this church to bless 
other people. We shall soon remodel the 
church building. It pays to _ fen God and 
have faith in the resources he has placed 
within our grasp. — Greenville Creek is 
working a fine program for the summer 
months. This church is one of the best I 
have ever known, to work for the good of the 
entire community.—H. L. Bailey, Pastor. 


WASHINGTON 


Montesano, August 14—On Sunday, June 
14, at the morning service we celebrated Chil- 
dren’s Day by presenting to an attentive and 
interested audience a varied program con- 
sisting of songs, dialogues, recitations, etc., 
and in consequence of its being Home Mission 
Sunday the missionary element was well sus- 
tained throughout the program. A collection 
taken in aid of home missions resulted in the 
sum of $21.00. — On Sunday, July 12, we were 
favored with, and much appreciated, a visit 
from Rev. A. B. Kendall, of Springfield, Ohio, 
who had been attending the Christian En- 
deavor Convention at Portland, Oregon. Dr. 
Kendall took charge of the morning service 
and his discourse was much enjoyed. At 
seven p. m. a meeting for the young people 
of Montesano was- held in the Methodist 
Church when Dr. Kendall gave an interesting 
account of the Endeavor Convention which 
he had just attended. On Monday, July 13, in 
company with Rev. W. R. Caldwell, Dr. Ken- 
dall visited the lumber camps of the district. 
— In answer to the powerful appeal in “The 
Christian Missionary” on behalf of the neg- 
lected babies and children of Porto Rico, our 
Sunday-school scholars and friends con- 
tributed a fairly substantial package of soap 
and powder. I forwarded this to Mrs. N. 
Johnson, Dayton, Ohio, this lady being re- 
sponsible for this charitable object. Five 
more members of our missionary society have 
become subscribers to “The Christian Mission- 
ary.” — On Thursday, August 6, the scholars, 
teachers, and friends of our church held their 
annual Sunday-school picnic at Alder Park. 
A goodly company of some sixty persons 
were conveyed in cars (through the kindness 
of Mr. Albert Phillips, Mr. Ralph Fields, and 
others) to their destination at 10:30 a. m. 
Luncheon was partaken of at 12 p. m. and 
all thoroughly enjoyed the splendid repast 
provided, culminating with ice cream being 
served to all the company. The afternoon 
was spent in games, and a most enjoyable 
time was the result. In short, we all voted 
the picnic a most successful and enjoyable 
outing. — Following the custom of previous 
years, union services, with an exchange of 
pastors, for the evening services, were or- 
ganized by four of the churches of this town, 
this arrangement holding good during the 
months of July and August. Accordingly, it 
has fallen to our lot to have the spiritual 
ministrations of Rev. C. Sharp of the First 
Presbyterian Church and Rev. C. G. Poolton 
of the Methodist Church, and the discourses 
of these gentlemen have been much enjoyed. 
The singing was conducted by the usual union 
choir. — Our church has sustained another 
serious loss in the death of Mrs. Charles 
Leavitt who received the call to higher serv- 
ice on August 8, after a long and serious 11:1- 
ness most patiently and bravely borne. Revs. 
D. C. Loucks and W. R. Caldwell conducted 
the funeral solemnities on August 11, in the 
presence of a large congregation of mourners 
and friends. Until her illness Mrs. Leavitt 
was a regular attendant at church, and was 
also a member of both the missionary and 
Ladies’ Aid societies, and we shall continue 
to miss her at these gatherings. Mr. Leavitt 
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has the genuine sympathy and prayers of the 
church in his sad bereavement.—Linda L. 
Bastable, Church Clerk. 


Western Osage Conference 


HE Western Osage Christian Conference 

held its annual meeting at Galmey Chris- 
tian Church, Hickory County, August 5 to 8 
inclusive, followed by a meeting and basket 
dinner Sunday. 


The ministers present were: Revs. O. B. 
Whitaker, J. E. Jones, and F. M. Thomas: 
and the visiting ministers were Rev. T. B. 
Sweet and C. M. C. Showalter, of Kansas City: 
Alonzo A. Thomas, of Charity, Mo. The session 
admitted Brother A. A. Thomas to the con- 
ference, and licensed Thomas V. Crance to 
preach. 


The meeting was a good one, and resolu- 
tions were sent to the other Missouri confer- 
ences, with greetings, and a desire for the 
closer fellowship and working co-operation 
in order that the organic life of the churches 
and conferences in Missouri be sustained and 
perpetuated. Our aged ministers and their 
support in their own homes was also a sub- 
ject of discussion, and resolutions to the 
other conferences in the State. 


Dr. O. B. Whitaker lectured at 11:00 on the 
subject of “Evolution,” which was a master- 
piece of scriptural defense, and was unani- 
mously received by the congregation. 


C. M. C. Showalter. 


Carters Temple Dedication 


A TERRIFIC cyclone swept through south- 

ern Illinois on March 18 and took away 
Carters Temple meetinghouse. The little 
class, few in numbers, and limited in worldly 
wealth, was awfully discouraged for awhile. 
But they finally rallied and began to build. 
The Lord and the people came to their rescue 
beautifully. The house went up as if by 
magic. The public was generous in giving. 
Several churches in the conference came with 
substantial offerings. 


Sunday, August 16, was set for dedication. 
The writer, who dedicated the first meeting- 
house and held the first revival, was honored 
with a call to dedicate the new house. The 
day arrived and a_e great congregation 
gathered. A bounteous and free dinner was 
spread on tables in a beautiful grove and it 
was a great feast. 


But the greatest feast of the day was the 
musical program which would have been 
sufficient for a great occasion in Chicago or 
New York City. Professor Walters, singing 
master, brought his male quartet from 
Eldorado and Harrisburg and rendered up to 
date music. Also the people from our new 
work at Harrisburg turned out in great num- 
bers and their senior and junior choirs gave 
us heavenly music. Mrs. Pearl Bellah, of 
Eldorado, and my daughter Ruth, both grad- 
uates in music at Union Christian College, 
rendered excellent music on piano and violin. 

The writer made the call for money, and 
the response was sufficient to enable us to 
dedicate. We also gave the message, both 
morning and afternoon. Rev. Ed Borah 
assisted and gave the charge to the trustees 
and preached at night. His message was 
quite able. Rev. John Clark offered the dedi- 
eation prayer, which lifted us heavenward. 
Sister Scarber, retiring pastor, was there a 
short time, hastening away to begin a revival. 
Brother A. W. Hausser, secretary of the Illi- 
nois Conference, was present and rendered 
valuable assistance. It was surely a great 
day for Carters Temple and community. 

A. H. Bennett. 
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Rev. Carter DeWeese 


REY: Carter DeWeese, secretary of the 
North Missouri Christian Conference for 
many years, has passed from the active 
work of his faithful ministry to await the 
great unity of Christ’s Church, in Kingdom 
glory, yet future. He died August 5, 1925, 
at the age of eighty-four years, seven 
months, and ten days. Born in Boone 
County, Indiana, December 26, 1840. He 
was united in marriage to Nancy E. Powell, 
daughter of Charles E. and Lydia Powell, 
January 3, 1861, and to their union five chil- 
dren were born, three daughters and two 
sons, Edith having died at the age of three 

ears. 

Brother DeWeese united with the Chris- 
tian Church at Browns Wonder, Boone 


County, Indiana, January 26, 1862, and was 
baptized February 23, 1863, and began his 
ministry in 1877. He leaves a record of 
having preached 1,926 sermons, 142 funerals, 
baptized 284, and united in marriage 97 
couples. He leaves one half brother, two 
sons, two daughters, twenty-four grand- 
children, and twenty-eight great grand- 
children, besides a host of other relatives 
and friends, who mourn his loss. 

Brother DeWeese was a man of deep con- 
viction, and firm in his faith and _ belief, 
seasoned with a large amount of tolerance 
for the conviction and understanding of 
others, and continually prayed for the unity 
of Christ’s churches that they might all be 
one. For a man of only rural opportunities, 
that we believe were to his eternal ad- 
vantage, he was a strong soldier of the Cross 
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of Christ, and feel that the Lord will amply 
reward such outstanding servants as he has 
been. 

C. M. C. SHOWALTER. 


Aged Ministers’ Home Notes 


IN a letter bearing the postmark, “Akron, 

Ohio,” there came to us some weeks ago 
twenty dollars. There was no signature. 
We have been wondering if our good friend’s 
father was a Christian minister. But mean- 
while the mystery remains. 

In another letter from New Jersey we 
find the following: “There may be a sur- 
prise in store for you, and if you are not 
surprised, I will be.” So the Home is not 
only a place of mystery, but of surprises. 
Meanwhile an electric toaster and iron now 
appear for the first time in our list of assets. 


The cementing of the cellar, the drain to 
the road, and a fire escape have made ex- 
penses very high this summer, but these im- 
provements could not longer be delayed. 
The trustees are now facing the future with 
some anxiety. 

All gifts received have been acknowledged 
gratefully by myself or the matron. Those 
who contemplate helping, please write to the 
latter and ask what is most needed. 

We have experimented with two organs, 
but the musical outcome has been negligible. 
A small upright piano, if in good condition, 
would soon make for itself a cheerful place 
in our lives. 

_This is a wonderful fruit region. We 
have three small peach trees from which we 
hope to have a basket of good fruit. Our 
garden is productive. We have been enjoy- 
ing early cabbage, cucumbers, potatoes, and 
berries for some time. 

J. N. DALES. 


Lakemont, New York. ie 
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The History of the Bible 


THE history of the Bible is very remark- 

able. The Jews received it from genera- 
tion to generation, and after they had got 
the writers killed and buried they system- 
atically began the idolatry of the book. They 
counted not its words only or its chapters, 
but its very letters, with a superstitious and 
unintelligent reverence which distracted the 
attention of men from its real value and 
message. Yet even to that very meticulous 
care we are debtors. Had they not preserved 
it with such superstitious reverence it might 
never have survived to reach our hands and 
eyes. The early Christians, to whom the 
Gospels were sent and the epistles written, 
took them in their free, human way, accept- 
ing them as part of their ordinary life. They 
read them, not as things apart, but as letters 
and documents from friends, and so gave 
the whole that natural treatment and re- 
ception which brought upon their lives the 
spirit of those holy books. 

Many of the early Christian fathers were 
mystics, who saw in the sacred writings 
more than the unsophisticated could read 
there, and invented systems of symbolism 
which made of the plainer statements of 
Scripture a kind of cryptogram for the in- 
itiated. In their time, also, there was in- 
troduced the influence of the Greek philo- 
sophical spirit, which built up the thoughts 


and expressions of the Bible into complex 
dogmatic and creedal form. 

The Roman Catholic Church of the Middle 
Ages showed its reverence for the Bible by 
the elaboration and equisite beauty of its 
illuminated parchments; but it took over the 
right of interpretation from the individual 
to the Church, and, having reserved this 
right, it used the Scriptures for its own 
ecclesiastical ends. 

The Reformation reopened the Book for 
common people and proclaimed the liberty of 
each man to interpret God’s message for 
himself. In the Seventeenth and Eighteenth 
Centuries, however, Protestantism had de- 
veloped:a hard and lifeless orthodoxy which 
practically, though not confessedly, reclosed 
the Book. From this, individuals with 
strong imagination and fervent faith, broke 
loose in fantastic private interpretations, 
went out to seek strange things, and found 
exactly what they sought. Now, in these 
latter days, people are recognizing at last 
that this is not a repository of proof texts, 
nor a hunting-ground of strange prophecies, 
but a national literature, expressing and re- 
cording God’s eternal and growing revela- 
tion to living men.—Dr. John Kelman. 


A Word to the Deaf 


NE day last summer I was talking with 

a gentle and cultured woman who wore 
an electric device at her ear, artfully hidden 
by the arrangement of hair and gown. 
“Deafness is a handicap,” she said, “but I 
don’t regard it. I’m glad to have had the 
experience.” The remark was arresting. I 
wanted to get her point of view. 

To another person she said, “I never feel 
sorry for people with physical limitations. 

. They can use them, if they so desire, 
towards acquiring beauty.” This threw 
some light, but I wanted more. 

When I asked for it the reply was, “Yes, 
I remember making the remark to you 
about my deafness, and also wishing that 
I might speak to you again, as I did not 
want you to think it was mere braggadocio. 
I cannot say that I have ever found any 
material advantage or convenience in be- 
ing deaf, but I have found it interesting; 
interesting to see just what I could do, how 
far I could live a normal life, with such a 
handicap. And for this reason I may say, 
with reservations, that it is an experience 
that I’m glad to have had. ... 

“After doctors failed to help me, I went 
through a black time, and I suspect I made 
it black for those about me. I found that 
I couldn’t die, as I wanted to, and, present- 
ly, I felt that if I had to live, such remnant 
of hearing as was left me must do its work. 
I decided that I would not be sensitive; that 
I would use any and every mechanical de- 
vice I could find; learn lip reading; develop 
every power of perception; and then, forget 
that I was deaf. I wouldn’t speak of it, 
wouldn’t admit that I was handicapped, and 
above all, I would not brood over it. Sounds 
easy, doesn’t it? And of course I’ve never 
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done it. I only half learned lip reading, as 
I wanted to depend upon my ears as long 
as possible. I found that it made it awk- 
ward for me and others if I refused to 
speak of it, and of course every day of my 
life I have to admit that it is a handicap 
if I persist in trying to do things that I 
cannot do. 

“But strangely enough I do forget it most 
of the time, and I don’t have to shut myself 
off from anything entirely. Music, I am 
thankful to say, I can hear, and although 
it is sometimes a little distorted through the 
acousticon, I had long training in the theory 
of music and this affords my chief diversion 
and pleasure. If I cannot always hear the 
sermon when I go to church the beautiful 
liturgy is so familiar that I can follow it, 
and feel that if I miss the rector’s message, 
I at least am away from the rush and fret 
of everyday life and am in the presence of 
something that stands for enduring things. 
If it has cut me off from people, it has 
brought me nearer persons. 

“It may be very well that deafness has 
nothing to do with this, and it is only that I 
am now middleaged and better able to 
make selection; but I feel sure that it has 
made me forget myself. And so often deaf- 
ness makes people remember. themselves to 
the discomfort of every one else!—Winfred 
Rhoades, in The Congregationalist. 


Railroaders’ Religion 


T ten o’clock every morning in the Rail- 

road Branch of the Y. M. C. A. in New 
York City, a couple of scouts from the sec- 
retary’s office go down the hall and invite 
the boys to “Come to the morning meeting!” 
Presently a group begins to file in for what 
is known as the railroad men’s “Every-Day- 
In-The-Year Club.” A dignified passenger 
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trainman heads the procession. The club is 
sixteen years old and he has been presi- 
dent ever since it started. 

This simple religious meeting is famous 
from Buffalo to Boston, from Jacksonville to 
Montreal. Men of every shade of religious 
belief attend. Many of them have no oppor- 
tunity to go to religious services of any 
other kind, for the trains must be kept mov- 
ing seven days a week. ; 

First, a portion of the Bible is read 
responsively and the leader picks a thought 
for the day and talks about it for five or 
seven minutes. Then some one offers a 
brief prayer for those present and for the 
boys out on the road, and the group unites 
in the Lord’s Prayer. The men chat for a 
few minutes informally, then file out, some 
to the day’s work and some to the dormi- 
tories to rest before going out on the trains. 
The influence of this meeting is one of those 
pervasive things that helps to give the 
spiritual touch to all the work done in the 
Railroad Branch. 


Is the Modern Pastor 
Overworked 


HE average pastor today is supposed by 

many to be overworked. Perhaps it is 
true, but we might be tempted to a some- 
what cynical “How?” if we carefully diag- 
nosed some such cases. Outside demands 
on able ministers are not likely to diminish, 
but a wise judgment will not construe all 
those demands as duties. There is some- 
thing pathetic in the situation of the min- 
ister whose usefulness appears to be greater 
away from home than in his own parish. 
There is even a question as to the honesty of 
such a situation when a liberal salary is 
paid and no account of the use of his time 
is taken in answering outside demands to 
the neglect of the work needed to be done 
in his parish. 

A minister who takes much time to write 
for the popular reader renders helpful serv- 
ice and gains an enviable reputation, but 
he is a great exception in strength and 
ability if in so doing he does not cause his 
pulpit and parish to suffer. To be sure, if 
he is not sufficiently supported financially to 
meet the requirements of self-support, there 
may be an excuse, but even this does not 
remedy the harmfulness of his parish neg- 
lect. The same general principle applies 
frequently in the use made of the vacation 
given for rest and recuperation. A vacation 
which does not bring back the minister 
rested and refreshed for his own task has 
not been spent. wisely nor faithfully—John 


Timothy Stone. 
oO 


Praying is the clearing of the roads 
which are crowded with all sorts of worldly 
hindrances. It is the preparing of the way 
of the Lord. When I turn to the Lord in 
prayer I open the doors and windows of my 
soul toward the heavenlies, and I open them 
for the reception of any gifts of grace which 
God’s holy love may wish me to receive. My 
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reverent thought and prayer perfects com- 
munion between my soul and God.—J. H. 
Jowett. 
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We have no right to play tricks with 
ourselves, to try to make ourselves mentally 
comfortable at the expense of truth, to pre- 
tend to believe what in our inmost souls we 
know that we do not believe for the sake of 
some fancied good that our pretense may 
bring with it. That way lies only moral 
darkness and death. Only by loyalty to the 
partial truth that we see can we ever hope 
to find the larger truth which as yet is 
hidden from us.—George Jackson. 
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THE BIG QUESTION 


(With apologies to Hamlet) 
pledge or not to pledge—that's the 
question: 
Whether ‘tis noble in a man to gather 
The church's blessings free and leave 
the others 
To foot the bills and spread the gospel 
tidings, 
Or to take a pen, to sign a pledge that’s 
duplex 
And share the cost. To write—to sign 
—to pledge, ‘ 
To pledge—perchance to pay! Ay, 
there's the rub; 
For in six months I may have lowered 
salary, 
Crops may fail or bad investments swat 








me. 

And then, beside, the increased cost of 
living 

Must give me pause; then, too, there's 
the respect 

I owe myself to run a costly motor; 


The dues of lodges, the children off to 


college! 

Why not content myself with casual 
giving 

On pleasant Sundays when | journey 
churchward, 

And not commit myself to certain 
moneys? 

WHY NOT? BECAUSE I DO NOT 


PROPOSE TO BE A SLACKER! 


—Advent Christian Missions. 
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The things worth while may be learned 
by listening to the things which are em- 
phasized after a man is dead. You do not 
emphasize the fact that he was rich, and 
had the finest wines, and rode in the most 
expensive automobiles or drove the hand- 
somest horses, or was a good dancer. It is 
the spiritual quality of the life that is em- 
phasized when a man is dead and it is the 
spiritual quality of life that counts.—The 
Methodist Protestant. 
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You know what human fellowship is, how 
spirit mates with spirit, how the strength 
of a strong soul, the courage of a brave 
heart, and the hope of a fearless and radiant 
character pass into you and become a 
part of your own equipment. Well, all that 
one human sou! can be to another, and far 
more, Christ can be, has been, is, to hearts 
that know and trust him.—Charles Brown. 


AucusT 27, 1925 
Deaths 


George Humphrey was born in Cambridge, England, 
February 15, 1844. He came to the United States 
when a boy and spent most of his life in Niagara 
County, New York. In 1862 he enlisted in the 19th 
Battery of the U. S. Army. He was killed in an 
aut bil ident in California, August 5, 1923. 

Just four years before his death he was united in 
marriage to his third wife by the writer. She was 
killed with him in the accident. 

His remains were returned to New York and buried 
in the Orangeport Cemetery. Funeral services by the 
writer. R. H. PEEL. 


Official leliovnentienn 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Emily K. Bishop, Lockport, Illinois. 

Birtice A. Kaufman, Vaughnsville, Ohio. 

William Q. McKnight, c/o H. M. Kellogg, Newtown, 
Indiana. 

W. G. Kirschbaum, Boothbay Harbor, Maine. 

E. H. Rainey, 6 Townsend Ave., Danville, II. 

F. G. Bell, 503 Carey St., Sumner, II. 

F. F. Canada, 512 S. Sixth St., Evansville, Indiana. 

L. C. Fletcher, Roxbury, Vermont. 

Paul L. Piersall, Merom, Indiana. 

Bertha Driver, 511 North East St., Winchester, Ind. 























MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The Michigan Christian Conference will meet with 
the Eureka Church, Eureka, Michigan, September 9- 


11, 1925. 
Mrs. CLARA BLANK, Secretary. 
Elsie, Michigan, R. R. 2. 


NORTH MISSOURI CONFERENCE 


The North Missouri Conference will meet at Indian 
Grove, Chariton County, Missouri, Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 30, 1925. All brethren are invited to attend. 

Rev. CARTER DPWEESE, Secretary. 

Mendon, Missouri. 


PASTOR WANTED 


The Osborn Prairie, Prairie Chapel, Sterling, and 
one other church are combined in a pastorate and 
are seeking a pastor for the coming year, beginning 
in September. 


Veedersburg, Indiana. 


Mrs. JOHN S. Boorp. 


As our church here at Fountain is without a pastor 
for this coming year, we would like to communicate 
with some pastor who would like half-time work at 
a reasonable price. 

The Fountain Christian Church is in the Western 
Indiana Conference. 

Address Mrs. Geo. W. Helms, 
Attica, Indiana. 


R. R. 4, Box 69, 


NOTICE 


Those wishing to enlarge their life of usefulness 
send twenty cents for my fifteen cards of exceptional 
verse by known and unknown authors. Specially 
appropriate for sick, bereaved, friendships, church 
members, funeral aids, for children, etc. Ministers 
and others procure the poems and duplicate them for 
extensive use. 


Olds, Iowa. 


T. RICHARDSON GRAY, Minister. 


NORTHWESTERN OHIO CONFERENCE 


The eighty-eighth annual session of the North- 
western Ohio Christian Conference will convene with 
the Spencerville Christian Church, Spencerville, Ohio, 
on Thursday evening, September 24, 1925, at 7:30 
p. m., and continue over Sunday, September 27. 

A strong program has been prepared. It is to be 
hoped that all ministers and a full delegation of all 
the churches will be present at the first session, and 
remain until conference c 

For any further information, write the pastor, Rev. 
J. A. Albright, Spencerville, Ohio. 

J. C. DEREMER, President, 


Britton, Michigan. 
G. W. Foutz, Secretary, 
Harrod, Ohio. 


ERIE CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The Erie Christian Conference will hold its ninety- 
fifth session in the Christian Church of East Spring- 
field, Erie County, Pennsylvania, September 3-6, 1925. 

East Springfield is twenty-one miles west of Erie, 
and nine miles east of Conneaut, Ohio, and can be 
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